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This exhibit highlights books, periodicals, manuscripts and archives, music, and pictorial 
materials exploring the long history and global reach of plantations, including crops and land 
use, racialized and forced labor, means of production and markets. Items on display range from 
business records to product promotions and produce boycotts, sheet music and recordings to 
photographs and engravings, novels to political tracts and protest posters, travel narratives to 
treatises on natural history, fabric and dye samples to artists’ books. They come from the 
holdings of the Archives & Library of the Wisconsin Historical Society and the UW-Madison 
Kohler Art Library, Memorial Library, Mills Music Library, and Department of Special Collections. 

Installed in conjunction with the Sawyer Seminar “Interrogating the Plantationocene,” Center 
for the Humanities, UW-Madison (https://humanities.wisc.edu/research/plantationocene). 

Please be aware that viewers may find disturbing some of the materials on display.  

Co-curated by Cynthia Bachhuber, Susan Barribeau, Tom Caw, Laura Martin, Robin Rider, Lisa 
Saywell, and Emilie Songolo. Thanks also to Carly Sentieri for designing the exhibit poster and 
enhancements to the exhibit space. 

 
 
Cacao and Coffee 

• Dufour, Philippe Sylvestre, 1622-1687. Traitez nouveaux & curieux du café, du thé et du 
chocolate: Ouvrage également necessaire aux medecins, & à tous ceux qui aiment leur 
santé. 2nd ed. Lyon: Chez Jean Baptiste Deville, 1688. LVF D87 Cutter. SC 

The three treatises (on coffee, tea, chocolate) were followed by a dialogue about chocolate 
involving a physician, “un Indien & un Bourgeois.”  

• La Roque, Jean de, 1661-1745. Voyage de l'Arabie heureuse: Par l'Ocean oriental, & le 
détroit de la mer Rouge, fait par les françois pour la premiere fois, dans les années 1708, 
1709 & 1710; avec la relation particuliere d'un voyage fait du port de Moka à la cour du roi 
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d'Yemen, dans la seconde expedition des années 1711, 1712 & 1713 [etc.] Paris: A. Cailleau, 
1716. G62 L32 Cutter. SC  

This account of multiple voyages included much about “l'arbre & le fruit du café,” and the 
history of coffee in Asia and Europe. Special Collections also holds an English edition of 1732 
that likewise paid tribute to the association of coffee with “Arabia.”  

• Weinmann, Johann Wilhelm, 1683-1741. “Cacaos, cacavifera, chocolat.” Copperplate 
engraving with contemporary hand coloring. Regensburg: H. Lentz and H. G. Neubauer, 
1737-1745. SC 

Depiction of the cacao plant from Weinmann’s Phytanthoza Iconographia, said to be the 
“first botanical book to use color printed mezzotint successfully” (Hunt). Weinmann was a 
German botanist and apothecary in Regensburg. Fuller Special Collections Fund.  

• Alcott, William Andrus, 1798-1859. Tea and coffee. Boston: G. W. Light, 1839. RZHR AL17 
Cutter. SC 

Alcott observed with some alarm dramatic growth in U.S. importation of coffee: 19 million 
pounds in 1821, 88 million pounds in 1838. At this rate, he projected an annual American 
expenditure on coffee imports amounting to a “vast sum” of $3 billion by 1938 (imagine 
what he would think of 21st-century coffee culture).  

• With the camera through San Paulo, “Empire state” of Brazil, and heart of coffee land. [New 
York]: [Press of the Kalkhoff Co.], 1921. F99S HA oversize. SC  

The photograph caption boasted of the use of mechanical escalators instead of human labor 
for loading coffee. The Bulletin (1921) of the Public Affairs Information Service, a 
“cooperative clearinghouse of public affairs information,” attributed this promotional 
publication to the Equitable Trust Company on Wall Street.  

 
Cotton  

According to Sven Beckert in “Empire of cotton,” The Atlantic Dec. 12, 2014, “By the time shots 
were fired on Fort Sumter in April 1861, cotton was the core ingredient of the world’s most 
important manufacturing industry.” And today, according to the International Institute for 
Sustainable Development (Manitoba), “Cotton is one of the most important and widely 
produced agricultural and industrial crops in the world. It is estimated that cotton is planted on 
about 2.5 per cent of the world's arable land.”   

• Colquhoun, Patrick, 1745-1820. A representation of facts relative to the rise and progress of 
the cotton manufacture in Great Britain: With observations on the means of extending and 
improving this valuable branch of trade, for the benefit of individuals concerned, and the 
nation at large. London: Printed by H. Reynell, 1789. TS1565 G7 R4. SC 

One view into the global and political significance of cotton in the late 18th century.  
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• Lawson, Thomas. The cotton spinners assistant: Containing the art of calculation in a cotton 
mill through all its various operations, from the raw material into yarn and cloth, likewise all 
speeds, from the power and speed on the steam engine, to the spindle of the mule: 
arranged in a concise & simple manner. [Manchester, England?], 1835. MS 529. SC  

An extensive manuscript treatise on cotton manufacture and the necessary machinery, with 
sections on prices, profits, bills of exchange, etc. Lawson’s bookplate indicated he was 
based in Manchester.  

• Parnell, Edward Andrew. Dyeing and calico-printing. London: Taylor, Walton, and Maberly, 
1849. Duveen D 1294. SC 

Reprinted from Parnell’s treatise on “applied chemistry in manufacturers, arts, and 
domestic economy’ (1844). 

• Sansone, Antonio. The printing of cotton fabrics, comprising calico bleaching, printing, and 
dyeing. Manchester: Heywood, 1887. LRF SA5 P Cutter. SC 

Per the author: a “record of many of the lectures delivered by myself before the students of 
the School of Dyeing during my connection with the Manchester technical school.” The 
volume included late 19th-century samples of calico printing on cotton.  

• Knecht, Edmund, 1861-1925, et al. A manual of dyeing: For the use of practical dyers, 
manufacturers, students, and all interested in the art of dyeing. 3 vols. London: Charles 
Griffin & Company, Limited, 1893. CA 18324. SC 

An appendix in vol. 3 consisted of specimens of dyed fabrics, including cotton.  

• True, Alfred Charles, 1853-1929, editor. The cotton plant: Its history, botany, chemistry, 
culture, enemies, and uses. Washington: Government Printing Office, 1896. CA 19401. SC.  

A U.S. government document, opening with a striking photograph of racialized labor 
practices in cotton cultivation at the end of the 19th century. The volume includes such 
essays as “Climatology and soils” by Milton Whitney and “The manuring of cotton” by H.C. 
White; its editor was director of the Office of Experiment Stations. Gift of Prof. William 
Cronon.  

• Tompkins, Daniel Augustus, 1851-1914. Cotton values in textile fabrics: A collection of cloth 
samples, arranged to show the value of cotton, when converted into various kinds of cloth. 
4th ed. Charlotte, N.C.: The Author, 1902. TXT T59 COT Cutter. SC 

Including a sample of “Persian lawn,” a fabric woven in Germany from cotton raised in 
North Carolina – global indeed.  

• Hylton Hall, Schoolfield, Virginia: A commodious and attractive home for young women 
employees of Riverside and Dan River Cotton Mills. [Danville, Va.]: [Hylton Hall], [1920s]. 
HD7288.6.U6 H95 1920z. Cairns Collection. SC  

Promotional booklet for a boarding facility for employees of the Dan River Cotton Mills, 
advertising comfortable rooms, good food, facilities for recreation (including lawn tennis, it 
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appears), and opportunities for cultivating one’s social life. With original mailing envelope 
addressed to Miss Reba Howell, Roanoke, Virginia. Dan River Inc. Riverside Division Historic 
District and Dan River Mill No. 8 in Danville, Va., now constitute a national historic district.  

• Concerning cotton: A brief account of the aims and achievements of the Amalgamated 
Cotton Mills Trust Limited and its component companies. [London]: [Amalgamated Cotton 
Mills Trust], 1920. CA 18979 flat. SC 

Odd combination of fanciful color borders and a photograph of the “slashing room” in this 
promotional publication. Slashing, or sizing, protects yarns in weaving. Nora and William 
Cole Fund.  

• Perry, Katie. Behold the herald of prosperity. North Amherst, Mass.: Factory Hollow Press, 
2011. Private Press collection: Press Factory Hollow. SC 

Fictional account of crop changes – and, eventually, prosperity – that followed infestation 
by boll weevils and the destruction of the cotton crop.  

• Himbury, William Henry, 1871-1955. Diary notes of Mr. W.H. Himbury. Typescript with 
holograph corrections, photographs, and newspaper clippings. 11 vols. 1923-1938. MS 120. 
SC 

Vol. 10 (the Sudan and Egypt, 1935) included photographs and descriptions for cotton 
cultivation and processing. Himbury undertook his travels as part of his work for the British 
Cotton Growing Association. A companion collection, call number MS 119, covers his earlier 
travels (1889-1905) on behalf of the African Direct Telegraph Company, Manchester Gold 
Cost Corporation, and British Cotton Growing Association.  

• Charlotte Barske. King cotton: The story of cotton with a motion picture to build. With 
illustrations by George Wright. Alabama?, 1938. Cairns Collection. SC.  

• 5 year plan. [Ridgewood, NY?]: [A. Sinift], 2010. Copy no. 142. CA 17672 flat. SC.  

Artists’ collaboration, printed onto the side of sling bags, called jholas, commonly made of 
khadi (hand-spun and hand-woven cotton). “Khadi was the backbone of Gandhi’s vision, a 
means of subsistence for the poorest of the poor.”  

 

A Textile Record 
 “Elog-mpoo mingenda milibet.” Douala, Cameroon: Cotonnière Industrielle du Cameroun 
(CICAM), 2000. Printed cotton, 3’ x 4’. ML  

Cloth promoting the cultural association of the Elog-Mpoo people in Cameroon. The cloth 
features the seal of ACTEM (Assemblée coutumière et traditionelle des Elog-Mpoo) flanked by 
palm trees and a member of the Elog-Mpoo ethnic community. Cocoa trees line the top border.  

Digitized as part of “Commemorative fabrics from Africa,” UW Digital Collections 
(http://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/AfricanStudies.Fabrics), a collection of machine-made 
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commemorative textiles from various African countries. This collection provides researchers 
access to digitized fabrics that are printed with images and text documenting events and 
individuals of historical, political, religious, economic, educational, and sociological significance 
to African societies. In societies where a large portion of the population cannot read, the visual 
elements enable everyone to share in the reception and transmission of the message that is 
being conveyed. In this way, the fabric also serves to preserve historical narratives that are 
important to the community. The pieces in this collection were graciously donated by UW 
faculty, staff, students, alumni, and other individuals outside the UW. 

 

Indigo 

The word indigo (remember the I in ROYGBIV, the mnemonic for colors in the rainbow?) derives 
from the ancient identification of the distinctive blue dye with India, where one species of 
Indigofera was found. The Spanish discovered an American species and cultivated it in 
Guatemala; the English and French grew indigo in their colonies in the West Indies; much was 
cultivated on colonial plantations on the Indian subcontinent. Subsequent 19th-century 
development of synthetic dyes largely supplanted the use of plant-based indigo.  

• Bellin, Jacques Nicolas, 1703-1772. Déscription géographique de la Guiane. Paris: 
Imprimerie de Didot, 1763. CA 19559. SC  

Bellin was official hydrographer for the French crown, and elaborate decorative elements in 
this volume reflect his royal association; he also contributed nearly a thousand articles to 
the Encyclopédie of Diderot and d’Alembert. Fuller Special Collections Fund.  

• Crace-Calvert, Frederick, 1819-1873. Dyeing and calico printing: Including an account of the 
most recent improvements in the manufacture and use of aniline colours. Illustrated with 
wood engravings and numerous specimens of printed and dyed fabrics. Ed. John Stenhouse 
and Charles Edward Groves. Manchester: Palmer & Howe; London: Simpkin, Marshall, & 
Co., 1876. CA 18320. SC 

Since the story of indigo dyes and their synthetic substitutes is one of chemistry as well as 
plantations, we are able to draw on strong Special Collections holdings about the chemistry 
of color. This acquisition was made possible by the Nora and William Cole Fund.  

• Inglis, James, 1845-1908 (1878). Sport and work on the Nepaul [sic] frontier: or, Twelve 
years sporting reminiscences of an indigo planter. London: Macmillan and Co., 1878. Printed 
in Oxford By E. Pickard Hall, M.A., and J. H. Stacy, printers to the University. CA 18040 no. 
390. SC  

Inglis wrote this work under the penname “Maori.” Gift of Bruce and Carol Grover, part of 
the Grover Collection on Travel and Exploration.  
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• Leopold Cassella & Co. The dyeing of wool: Including wool-printing, with the dyestuffs of 
Leopold Cassella & Co. … Frankfort o.M.; American branch, Cassella Color Company, New 
York. Frankfurt am Main: Leopold Cassella & Co., 1905. CA 18323. SC 

The 18th- and early 19th-century predecessor to the dyestuff firm Cassella Farbwerke 
Mainkur Aktiengesellschaft imported luxury goods from India, China, and South America, 
and also established a sugar refinery. Nora and William Cole Fund. A second copy of this 
work (call number LRF C27 Cutter) makes it possible to compare changes in dye samples.  

• Badische Company. Indanthrene, alizarine dyestuffs and indigo on cotton yarn. New York: 
Badische Co., [early 20th century]. LRF B14 IN Cutter. SC   

“Badische Company, 128, Duane Street, New York. Sole importers of the products 
manufactured by Badische Anilin- & Soda-Fabrik [now BASF] Ludwigshafen/Rhine, 
Germany.” 

 

Sugar and Sugar Refining  

As described in Ephraim chambers’ Cyclopaedia (London, 1786), sugar is “a very sweet, 
agreeable, saline juice, expressed from a kind of canes, or reeds, growing in great plenty in the 
East and West Indies.” 

• Ashley, John, -1751. Memoirs and considerations concerning the trade and revenues of the 
British colonies in America: With proposals for rendering those colonies more beneficial to 
Great Britain. London: Printed for C. Corbett; E. Comyns; and J. Jolliffe, 1740. HK45 A82 
Cutter. SC 

• Dutrône de La Couture, Jacques-François, 1749-1814. Histoire de la canne [sugar cane], et 
précis sur les moyens de la cultiveret d'en extraire le sucre. Troisième édition. Paris: Brochot 
Père et Cie, 1801. SB231 D8. SC  

The work also discusses sugar refining, rum, indigo, and the state of Saint-Domingue (now 
Haiti) “before the revolution.”  

• Ramsay, James, 1733-1789. An inquiry into the effects of putting a stop to the African slave 
trade, and of granting liberty to the slaves in the British sugar colonies. London: Printed and 
sold by J. Phillips, 1784. HT1162 R28. SC 

Ramsay, a ship’s surgeon, Anglican priest, and abolitionist, had witnessed firsthand the 
suffering of the enslaved in Britain’s “sugar colonies.”  

• Livro da carga da gallera. Manuscript (1796-1797). MS 537. SC  

Ship's cargo manifest, recording transport of cotton and sugar in 1796-1797. The front cover 
features a blind-stamped ship under full sail; the back, the royal Portuguese arms. Stauffer 
Fund.  
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• Plantation Leonora, Demerara [now part of the nation of Guyana]. Documents, 1817. SC  

Shown here: financial appraisal at the time of purchase in 1817, listing areas under 
cultivation, buildings, materials, and the enslaved. Demerara, at one point a Dutch colony, 
had been taken over by the British in the late 18th and early 19th century.  

• Volume of eight pamphlets (1863-1864) on the sugar duties, including  

Linwood, J. S. The sugar duties considered, from the consumers' point of view [etc.] London: 
Grocers' Journal Office, 1863. CA 19029. Fuller Special Collections Fund. SC 

Fryer, Alfred. Free trade in sugar: An address on the sugar duties, delivered at a public 
meeting of the trade [etc.] Manchester: J. Roberts, 1863. CA 19029. Fuller Special 
Collections Fund. SC 

• Stuart’s Steam Refined Sugar. Illustrated price list. New York, 1860. SC  

Hand-colored image of the R. L. & A. Stuart Steam Sugar Refinery on Greenwich, Chambers, 
and Reade Streets, New York. Robert Leighton Stuart, one of the founders of the American 
Museum of Natural History, was its president 1872-1881. Fuller Special Collections Fund.  

 

Creation of a Monocrop Economy: The Story of McCormick Twine 

The invention and manufacture of grain binders – a harvesting implement which cuts grain and 
binds them into sheaves to prepare them for threshing – spurred the need for binding twine.  
Farmers across the United States from the 1880s-1950s, especially in wheat growing areas, 
relied heavily on binders and the twine they required.   

Like other manufacturers of agricultural binders in the late 1800s and early 1900s, International 
Harvester Company (IH) created and sold its own line of binder twine. IH had twine mills in 
Chicago, St. Paul and New Orleans, as well as Canada, France, Germany and Sweden. Raw 
materials for IH twine were sisal and hemp, which were grown on plantations in Mexico, Cuba, 
and the Philippines. International Harvester’s monopoly on twine production was challenged in 
court, but the company prevailed.  

At the beginning of the 20th century, as the international need for grain soared, especially 
during World War I the grain-farming economy of the United States became increasingly reliant 
on Mexican produced fibre.  Between 1900-1930, it took 2-6 lbs. of twine to harvest an acre of 
wheat and American farmers consumed approx. 200,000 tons of twine a year.   

Twine was such a crucial part of U.S. grain production that in 1915 President Wilson nearly used 
“gunboat diplomacy” to ensure the supply of raw materials from Mexico would continue during 
the Mexican Revolution.  At the time, over 85% of all the binder twine used in North America 
was made from agave fibers grown in the Yucatan peninsula.  The success of the twine industry 
and the resulting high price of agave fibre transformed the land and labor use of the peninsula 
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from a diverse agricultural economy to one reliant on a monocrop grown almost exclusively for 
twine production.  

• International Harvester Company. "Hello folks!  May we introduce ourselves?" Chicago: 
1949. Twine advertising sample book for International Harvest dealers, Folder 1, Box 264, 
Advertising Sample Books, 1913-1957, International Harvester Company. WHS Archives 

• Fibre production ledger, Folder 3, Box 209, International Harvester Company Corporate 
Archives Central Files, 1819-1998. WHS Archives 

• International Harvester Company. “The story of twine.” Chicago: 1912. In first printing the 
image does not include a safety apparatus.  International Harvester Company. “The story of 
twine.” Chicago: 1931. In later printings a safety apparatus has been drawn into the image. 
Folder 2, Box 209, International Harvester Company Corporate Archives Central Files, 1819-
1998. WHS Archives 

• International Harvester Company. The story of twine.” Chicago: 1935. Folder 2, Box 209 
International Harvester Company Corporate Archives Central Files, 1819-1998. WHS 
Archives 

• International Harvester Company. “McCormick twine.” Chicago: 1915. With twine sample, 
Folder 2, Box 209, International Harvester Company Corporate Archives Central Files, 1819-
1998. WHS Archives. 

• International Harvester Company. “The story of twine.” Chicago: 1921. Folder 1, Box 209, 
International Harvester Company Corporate Archives Central Files, 1819-1998. WHS 
Archives 

• Workers drying sisal fibre (fiber) in long rows in Yucatan, Mexico, 1915, Album 116. Cutting 
sisal leaves for the mill in Yucatan, Mexico, 1910. Photograph taken for International 
Harvester's Agricultural Extension Department, Album 48. Farmall tractor and twine baler, 
1949, Album 203. Photo albums, circa 1899-1965, International Harvester Company. 
Wisconsin Historical Society  

• Empire Cordage Company. “Farmers' anti-trust binder twine, Red elephant brand.” 
Champaign: 1890. Advertised by August Post in Moulton, Appanoose County, Iowa. WHS 
Archives 

 

Rubber  

As explained in 1911 (that is, about the same time as the items shown here), “Until recently 
rubber was obtained almost exclusively from the tropical forests of S. and Central America, E. 
and W. Africa and Asia, being the produce of naturally occurring trees and vines. The increase in 
the demand, for which the employment of rubber tires is largely responsible, has given an 
increased stimulus to the production of ‘wild’ rubber, with the result that trees and vines have 
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been recklessly cut and destroyed …. This has led to restrictive measures, the vines being 
tapped under definite regulations as to the manner and time of tapping, and also to 
requirements as to replanting vines to take the place of those which have been injured or 
destroyed, certain areas being periodically closed. Such measures, which are now in operation 
in the French Sudan, the Congo and in German W. and E. Africa, can, however, only be enforced 
by special administrative machinery and at considerable expense, and this legislative action can 
only be regarded as temporary and preliminary to the establishment of plantations of rubber 
trees, which are not only easier to control, but the trees are less liable to injury from careless 
tapping.” Encyclopaedia Britannica, 11th edition as published in New York [1910-1922].  

• Archive of a survey expedition to Tocantins-Araguaya region of Brazil. MS 475. Stauffer 
Fund. SC 

Shown here: project prospectus detailing economic considerations regarding caoutchouc 
(for rubber) and cacao, with estimated average price of 7 francs/kilo for the former, 1.50 
fr/kilo for the latter. This Belgian project was evidently abandoned ca. 1903. 

• Album honoring the 25th jubilee of Dirk Hendrik de Vries as director of the Moluksche 
HandelsVennootschap (Molucca Trading Company). 1916. SC  

The Maluku Islands, also known as the Moluccas, form an archipelago in what is now 
eastern Indonesia. Shown: photographs of rubber tree (hevea) tapping and rubber 
production at Tiniawangko, one of the locations of the Moluksche HandelsVennotschap.  

• Verslag van de Moluksche Handels-Vennootschap. Amsterdam: N.V. Moluksche Handels-
Vennootschap, [1905?]. SC 

Company report for 1882-1905, including the Tiniawangko operation.  

• Batu Lima Estate rubber plantation. Reports from Lingham to Gustav Sembill via George M. 
Hanson, US consul, Sandakan, 1916. SC 

Sembill, the plantation’s German owner, was forced to leave British North Borneo once 
Germany and Britain were at war, and asked the US consul to check on his property and 
business interests. Lingham, who seems to have functioned as plantation manager in 
Sembill’s absence, reported to both: “I make the the best rubber possible.”  

• Plantation Kalie Tengah [Kalitengah]. Archive of 16 rubber samples. 1920. SC 

Shown: “Smoked sheets” of rubber. The Caoutchouc Cultuur Maatschappij u Kalitengah 
[Kalitengah Rubber Cultivation Company] was by this point a decade old.  

 

Hans Sloane and Jamaica  

Sloane, who had been elected a Fellow of the Royal Society in 1685, accompanied the British 
governor of Jamaica as physician, sailing to Jamaica in 1687 and returning to England two years 
later. We learn from the Dictionary of scientific biography that Sloane’s “fees [as physician], his 
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investments in quinine bark and in sugar, and his wife’s fortune—derived from her first 
husband’s estates in Jamaica—made Sloane a rich man.” He later received a baronetcy from 
George I, making him Sir Hans Sloane; his mixing of milk with chocolate resulted in “Sir Hans 
Sloane’s Milk Chocolate,” a recipe Cadbury chocolates used until 1885. He was elected 
president of the Royal Society of London after Newton’s death in 1727.  

For more on Sloane and his collections, natural historical and otherwise, see James Delbourgo, 
Collecting the world: Hans Sloane and the origins of the British Museum. Delbourgo has made 
clear that “There is both a financial and intellectual resonance of slavery that is foundational to 
Sloane’s success and his intellectual pursuits” (interview at smithsonianmag.com, Oct. 30, 
2017).  

• Sloane, Hans, Sir, 1660-1753. A voyage to the islands Madera, Barbados, Nieves, S. 
Christophers and Jamaica, with the natural history of the herbs and trees, four-footed 
beasts, fishes, birds, insects, reptiles, &c. of the last of those islands; to which is prefix'd an 
introduction, wherein is an account of the inhabitants, air, waters, diseases, trade, &c. of 
that place, with some relations concerning the neighbouring continent, and islands of 
America. Illustrated with figures of the things described, which have not been heretofore 
engraved; in large copper-plates as big as the life. 2 vols. London: Printed by B.M. for the 
author, 1707-1725. Vol. 1 (1707). 1179430 noncurrent oversize. SC 

Shown: Zinziber (or zingiber) sylvestre majus, a kind of wild ginger.  

• _______. A voyage to the islands Madera, Barbados, Nieves, S. Christophers and Jamaica 
[etc.] 2 vols. London: Printed by B.M. for the author, 1707-1725. Vol. 2 (1725). 1179431 
noncurrent oversize. SC 

Shown: The Cacao tree.  

• _______. Catalogus plantarum quæ in insula Jamaica sponte proveniunt vel vulgò coluntur 
cum earundem synomymis & locis natalibus: Adjectis aliis quibusdam quæ in insulis 
Maderæ, Barbados, Nieves, & Sancti Christophori nascuntur: Seu Prodromi historiæ naturalis 
Jamaicæ pars prima. London: Impensis D. Brown, 1696. NP974 SL5. SC  

• _______.  “An account of a prodigiously large feather of the bird cuntur, brought from Chili 
[sic] and supposed to be a kind of vultur [sic]; and of the coffee-shrub.” Philosophical 
transactions, 18 (1694), 61-64. AP R889 L84 P. SC 

Shown: The “coffee-shrub.”  

 

Sugar Plantations in Saint-Domingue  

The Caribbean island of Hispaniola (Columbus called it “the Spanish island”) is currently divided 
into two sovereign nations: the Spanish-speaking Dominican Republic and the Haitian 
Creole/French-speaking Haiti. Saint-Domingue was a French colony on Hispaniola, in what is 
now Haiti. Special Collections holds unique materials about sugar cane cultivation and sugar 
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production, colonial competition, and political strife in Saint-Domingue, including what is now 
known as the Haitian revolution.  

Growing sugar cane benefited from economies of scale, hence the pressure to establish large 
plantations with a large enslaved work force. For the impact of France’s colony in Saint 
Domingue, see, for example, Elizabeth Heath’s study in Critical historical studies (fall 2018) of 
“sugarcoated slavery” in early modern France.  

• Nicolson, Père. Essai sur l'histoire naturelle de l'isle de Saint-Domingue. Paris: Chez Gobreau, 
Imprimerie d'Antoine Boudet, 1776. F9725 N65 Cutter. SC 

• Estimation généralle [sic] de l'habitation de Monsieur le comte d'Agoult. Manuscript. [Saint-
Domingue], 30 novembre 1788, with map of the plantation. SC   

The property of the comte d’Agoult, mainly planted in sugar cane and including a “sucrerie,” 
was located between Saint-Marc and Port-au-Prince on the west coast of the island. This 
document listed its assets, including the enslaved.   

• Assemblée générale, Saint-Domingue. A particular account of the commencement and 
progress of the insurrection of the negroes in St. Domingo, which began in August, 1791: 
Being a translation of the speech made to the National Assembly, the 3d of November, 1791, 
by the deputies from the General Assembly of the French part of St. Domingo. 2nd edition, 
with notes and an appendix, containing extracts from other authentic papers. London: 
Printed for J. Sewell, 1792. F9725 T86 Cutter. SC 

Published at the expense of the Society of West India Planters and Merchants as a 
propaganda work to end agitation for abolition. Our copy is bound with “An inquiry into the 
causes of the insurrection of the negroes in the island of St. Domingo” (1792) and “A 
particular account of the commencement and progress of the insurrection of the negroes in 
St. Domingo” (1792).  

• Saint Maurice, D. de. “Incendie & pillage du Cap Français.” [1793]. AP M7442. SC 

Manuscript eyewitness account by the editor of Moniteur général de la partie française de 
Saint-Domingue, bound at the end of our copy of vol. 4 of the Moniteur général.  

• Moniteur général de la partie française de Saint-Domingue. Cap Francois, [Saint-Domingue]: 
Chez Batilliot jeune ..., [1791-1793]. AP M7442. SC 

Our holdings consist of vol. 1(1791 Nov. 15, 1791) through vol. 4 (June 20, 1793). Shown: 
vol. 1, account dated Feb. 16, 1792. About the revolutionary press on the island, see Jeremy 
D. Popkin, “A colonial media revolution: The press in Saint-Domingue,” The Americas (Jan. 
2018).  

 

 

 



Plants      Plantations      Labor       Trade 
 

 

12 
 

Enslaved labor in the U.S.  

The full story of enslaved labor in the Americas is large and complex. This exhibit case focuses 
on one small piece of that story - the record-keeping that underpinned the system of slave 
labor in the U.S.  This case contains two records from John Robinson’s estate, Hart’s Bottom, in 
Virginia. Robinson died in 1826 and willed his entire estate to Washington College (now 
Washington and Lee University). An inventory of the estate from 1826 listed items such as 
tools, household goods, livestock, and people, along with their monetary value. The Robinson 
inventory can be contrasted with an 1863 inventory from another plantation. We note that this 
inventory uses paper that was printed expressly for the purpose of recording slave holdings. 
Washington College rented out the enslaved people it inherited from John Robinson for about 
ten years, keeping track of these loans and their earnings via an account book. In 1836, 
Washington College sold most of its enslaved people to Samuel Garland, and this case contains  
an example of a bill of sale for an individual, which includes the seller, buyer, enslaved person’s 
name, age, and the amount paid. Garland brought the people he purchased to his land in Hinds 
County, Mississippi. Also included in the case is a map of plantations with the land-owner’s 
name written on their holdings in a neighboring Mississippi county. 

For more information about the enslaved people Washington College inherited from John 
Robinson, see: https://go.wisc.edu/1o368u and  https://go.wisc.edu/orgtuj  
 

• McFarland, A. Map of plantations in Carrol Parish, Louisiana and Issaquena County, 
Mississippi. Skipwith District, [Miss.]: Goodrich Division, 1860. WHS 

• Robinson, John. Account book tracking enslaved people inherited by Washington College 
from John Robinson estate rented out for labor. Includes names of people who hired them 
and amounts paid. 1826-1837. Box 1, Vol.3. Papers, 1810-1837, McC Mss BD. WHS 
Archives.  

• Bill of sale from Benjamin Bealk, Raphide [i.e. Rapides] Parish, Louisiana, and Rebecca Holt, 
Avoyelles Paris, Louisiana to Michael Lacroix, Raphide of an African-American enslaved girl 
by the name Linder, age about 7 years for $260. Witnessed by Stephen Lacroix and 
Benjamin Holt. June 6, 1814. WHS Archives. 

• Robinson, John. Inventory of estate property (includes tools, household goods, livestock, 
and people) with value of each item noted. 1826. Box 1, Folder 4. Papers, 1810-1837, McC 
Mss BD. WHS Archives.  

• Quinn, Richard. Printed ledger with inventory of enslaved people. 1863. Slavery items 1826, 
1832, 1863, SC 559. WHS Archives. 

 

 

https://go.wisc.edu/1o368u
https://go.wisc.edu/orgtuj
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Uncle Tom’s Cabin: The Novel Plantation – Transmission & Depiction 

Harriet Beecher Stowe’s novel Uncle Tom’s cabin is one of the most culturally resonant and 
widely distributed books in the history of publishing. First published as a 41-part serial in the 
abolitionist American newspaper National era beginning with the June 5, 1851 issue, Stowe’s 
creation was published by John P. Jewett in the United States in 1852. The book sold out 
immediately and was reprinted. It was quickly followed by numerous British editions, many of 
which were pirated. Stowe’s book was swiftly translated into other languages, abridged, and 
adapted into children’s editions and plays. 
 
The setting is a cotton plantation in the American South, specifically Kentucky. The book is an 
unambiguous condemnation of slavery in its fundamental role in the agricultural economy of 
the plantation. Stowe’s vivid scenes and descriptive language brought the brutality and horror 
of slavery to an enormous readership.  
 
The subtitles varied, according to the edition. “Uncle Tom’s cabin or, Life among the lowly” was 
Stowe’s official first edition complete title. British editions appeared titled “Uncle Tom’s cabin 
or, Negro life in the slave states of America”, emphasizing slavery as an American institution. 
Some books written in response to Uncle Tom’s cabin used the subtitle to reveal a contrary 
perspective to Stowe’s book, for example “Uncle Tom’s cabin as it is; or, Life at the South: Being 
narratives, scenes, and incidents, in the real ‘Life of the lowly’.” 
 
Illustrations of the most notorious and dramatic scenes accompanied editions from the very 
start. Inspired by Stowe’s vivid tale, illustrators had a wide variety of dramatic scenes from 
which to work. Styles of illustration vary widely, reflecting the era of production. Uncle Tom’s 
cabin cover art provides a gallery of the most stirring scenes, whether sentimental, violent, 
“comical”, or in some cases homiletic. Stowe herself did not condone the sensationalizing of 
her work with pictorial focus on the brutal portrayals of whippings and violence, however 
publishers nevertheless used these aspects of the novel to sell books. 
 

• Stowe, Harriet Beecher, 1811-1896. Uncle Tom’s cabin (with 27 illustrations on wood by 
George Cruikshank, esq). London: John Cassell, 1852. PS2954 U5 1852o. Cairns Collection. 
SC 

• Stowe, Harriet Beecher, 1811-1896. Uncle Tom’s cabin, or, Negro life in the slave states of 
America.  London: Clarke & Co., 1852. PS2954 U5 1852s Stowe. Cairns Collection. SC 

• Stowe, Harriet Beecher, 1811-1896. Uncle Tom’s cabin (with a preface by the Right Hon. the 
Earl of Carlisle; illustrated by Phiz, Gilbert, and Harvey). London: George Routledge & Co., 
1853. PS1954 U5 1853i Stowe. Cairns Collection. SC 
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• Stowe, Harriet Beecher, 1811-1896. Uncle Tom’s cabin, or Life among the lowly (with 
illustrations printed in colours from original designs). London: Frederick Warne and Co., 
[1895?]. PS2954 U5 1895b Stowe. Cairns Collection. SC 

• Stowe, Harriet Beecher, 1811-1896. Onkel Toms Hütte: Eine Erzählung aus dem 
Sklavenleben. Mülheim a.d. Ruhr: Verlag v. Julius Bagel, [between 1890 and 1910?]. PS2954 
U52 G4 1890 Stowe. Cairns Collection. SC  

• Stowe, Harriet Beecher, 1811-1896. Uncle Tom’s cabin: A tale of life among the lowly (in 
illustrated box; with illustrations by Louis Betts). New York: Grosset & Dunlap, [1911?] 
PS2954 U5 1911 Stowe. Cairns Collection. SC  

• Stowe, Harriet Beecher, 1811-1896. Khizhina Di︠a︡ di Toma. Kīev: P. I. Bonadurer, vladie︠︡ l. 
I︠U︡ zhno-Russkago knigoizdat. F.A. Īoganson, 1914. PS2954 U52 R8 1914. Cairns Collection. SC 

• Stowe, Harriet Beecher, 1811-1896. La cabaña del Tio Tom. Barcelona: Editorial Ramón 
Sopena, S.A., 1918. PS2954 U52 S6 1918 Stowe. Cairns Collection. SC 

• Stowe, Harriet Beecher, 1811-1896. De Hut van Oom Tom: Volledige Jeugduitgave. 
Rotterdam, 1926. PS2954 U5 D8 1926. Cairns Collection. SC 

• Stowe, Harriet Beecher, 1811-1896. Uncle Tom’s cabin (edited and slightly abridged by C.H. 
Irwin; illustrated by R.H. Brock). London: "The Boy's Own Paper" Office, [1927]. PS2954 U5 
1927b Stowe. Cairns Collection. SC 

• Stowe, Harriet Beecher, 1811-1896. La Case de l’oncle Tom (adaptation de Marguerite 
Reynier; illustrations de Pierre Noury). Paris: Ernest Flammarion Editeur, 1947; Imprimerie 
Hemmerlé, Petit et Cie. PS2954 U52 F7 1948. Cairns Collection. SC 

• Stowe, Harriet Beecher, 1811-1896. Onu Tomi onnike: Ehk neegrite elu Ameerika orjariikides 
(Minne Nurme, translator). Tallinn, Estonia: Eesti Riiklik Krjastus, 1951. PS1954 U5 E8 1951. 
Cairns Collection. SC 

• Stowe, Harriet Beecher, 1811-1896. Uncle Tom’s cabin. / Hughes, Thomas. Tom Brown’s 
school days. London: Andrew Dakers Limited, [1956?]. Hamlyn Two-in-one Series. PS2954 
U52 1956. Cairns Collection. SC 

• Stowe, Harriet Beecher, 1811-1896. La cabaña del Tio Tom (adaptación Salvador Tort; 
ilustraciones interiores Jorge Macabich). Barcelona: Editorial Bruguera, ©1970, 1979. 
PS2954 U52 1979. Cairns Collection. SC 

• Stowe, Harriet Beecher, 1811-1896. Ohel ha-dod Tom. תום  הדוד  אוהל . Heriyeṭ Bits'er Sṭo; 
ʻIvrit, Refaʼel Elgad; [tsiyurim, Avi Kats]. Yerushalayim: Keter, [1986]. PS2954 U5 H43 1990. 
Cairns Collection. SC 

• Stowe, Harriet Beecher, 1811-1896. Η καλυβα του Μπαρμπα-Θο̄μα (creator Charriet 
Mpētser-Stoou). Athēna: Ekdoseis Atlantis-M. Pechlivanidēs, 2004. PS2954 U52 G7 2004 
Stowe. Cairns Collection. SC 
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The American Plantation in Literature –  
Anti-Tom Novels and Nostalgic Memoirs 

“The Old South may be your American Downton Abbey but it is our American Horror 
Story, even under the best circumstances it represents the extraction of labor, talent 
and life we can never get back.”  
Afroculinaria / Michael W. Twitty 
https://afroculinaria.com/2019/08/09/dear-disgruntled-white-plantation-visitors-sit-
down/ 

 
As rapidly as Uncle Tom’s cabin was distributed and read in 1852, there appeared angry and 
impassioned responses to it condoning and supporting slavery as a necessary and often 
benevolent system. One argument was that enslaved people had a better, happier life on the 
plantation with their needs being provided for by the planter. Slave quarters are portrayed as 
rustic and “charming” cabins, without squalor. Lest we think these attitudes have been 
eliminated, one has only to read of the current trend of the “plantation wedding” to realize that 
this history continues to be romanticized. 
 
Enslaved people are presented as members of a happy, biracial plantation family who preferred 
life on the plantation. Stereotypes abound, as they do also in Uncle Tom’s cabin: the black 
“mammy” raising the white children of the plantation family; the enslaved children appearing 
as clownish scamps; the benevolent white patriarch-owner. Some books clearly state that white 
children “own” the black children. Illustrations of groups of the enslaved singing and dancing, 
performing their “happiness” for all to enjoy are common in this genre. 
 
Along with the defense of slavery, some novels and memoirs presented an idealized plantation 
lifestyle, gracious, relaxed, and pleasantly rural. Antebellum life was remembered as something 
lovely and special, tragically lost after the war. Another argument for the benefits of slavery 
was made regarding the importance of imparting Christian values to the enslaved “heathen” as 
a valuable soul-saving missionary achievement. Bible reading required literacy, which was 
severely suppressed among the enslaved, so the lessons of Christianity were often imparted 
from the wives and women of the ownership class. 
 
Perhaps the culmination of the plantation theme occurred with the 1936 publication of Gone 
with the wind and the 1939 film version. Both Vivien Leigh (Best Actress) and Hattie McDaniel 
(Best Supporting Actress) won Oscars for their performances.  
 

• Criswell, Robert. “Uncle Tom’s cabin” contrasted with Buckingham Hall, the planter’s home: 
or, A fair view of both sides of the slavery question. New York: D. Fanshaw, 1852. PS1470 
C42 U5 1852. Cairns Collection. SC 

https://afroculinaria.com/2019/08/09/dear-disgruntled-white-plantation-visitors-sit-down/
https://afroculinaria.com/2019/08/09/dear-disgruntled-white-plantation-visitors-sit-down/
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• Eastman, Mary H. (Mary Henderson), 1818-1887. Aunt Phillis’s cabin; or, Southern life as it 
is. Philadelphia: Lippincott, Grambo, 1852. PS1567 E228 A97 1852. Cairns Collection. SC 

• Smith, W. L. G. , 1814-1878. “Uncle Tom's cabin” as it is; or Life at the South: being 
narratives, scenes, and incidents, in the real “Life of the lowly.” London: W. Tegg; sold by 
Lea, [1852]. E185.86 S584 1852c. Cairns Collection. SC 

• Page, John White, 1786 -1861. Uncle Robin, in his cabin in Virginia, and Tom without one in 
Boston. Richmond: J.W. Randolph, 1853. Y P138 U Cutter. ML 

• Stearns, Edward Josiah, 1810-1890. Notes on Uncle Tom’s cabin: Being a logical answer to 
its allegations and inferences against slavery as an institution. Philadelphia: Lippincott, 
Grambo & co., 1853. E449 S8958 1853. Cairns Collection. SC 

• Victor, Metta Victoria Fuller, 1831-1885. Maum Guinea, and her plantation “children”: A 
story of Christmas week with the American slaves. London: Beadle and company, [1861?] 
PS3129 V58 M3. Cairns Collection. SC 

• Banks, Mary Ross. Bright days in the old plantation time (illustrated by James H. Moser). 
Boston: Lee and Shepard; New York: C. T. Dillingham, 1882. PS1064 B6 B7. Cairns Collection. 
SC 

• Pyrnelle, Louise Clarke. Diddie, Dumps, and Tot, or, Plantation child-life. New York: Harper & 
Brothers, Franklin Square, 1882. PS2670 Y76 D54 1882. Cairns Collection. SC 

• Bacon, Eugenia Jones, 1840-1920. Lyddy: A tale of the old South. New York: Continental Pub. 
Co., 1898. PS3503 A187 L8. Cairns Collection. SC 

• Gielow, Martha Sawyer, 1854?-1933. Mammy’s reminiscences, and other sketches. New 
York: A.S. Barnes and Company, 1898. PN4305 N5 G5. Cairns Collection. SC 

• Matthews, Essie Collins. Aunt Phebe, Uncle Tom, and others: Character studies among the 
old slaves of the South, fifty years after (illustrated from photographs made by the author in 
the cabins and on the plantations). Columbus, Ohio: Champlin Press, 1915.  E185.96 M43 
1915. Cairns Collection. SC 

• Lambert, Gavin. GWTW: The making of “Gone with the wind.” Boston: Little, Brown, [1973]. 
PN1997 G59 L3. ML 

• Mitchell, Margaret, 1900-1949. Gone with the wind [facsimile reissue of 1936 edition]. New 
York: Scribners, [1996].   

 

Plantation Songs  

“Plantation” is used mostly as a noun, but it is also an adjective. The songs cultivated by people 
whose labor results in plantation owners’ profits are also valuable crops of a sort. The people 
bonded in slavery and forced to work the plantations in the United States of America created a 
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powerful body of music, which gave rise to the use of “plantation” as a modifier for various 
musical terms: songs, lullabies, melodies. Race, religion, and class are complicated topics, and 
they are present throughout the plantation songs narrative, as are appropriation and 
exploitation. The plantation took root in the imaginations of composers and writers, and what 
was a grueling and horrific experience for those enslaved became a site of mythic gentility for 
slaveholders and those sympathetic to their circumstances.  

Stephen Foster’s songs—such as “Old folks at home” and “Massa’s in de cold ground,” 
described as a “celebrated plantation song,” as sung by Christy’s Minstrels—were firmly 
ensconced in the popular consciousness by the time Fisk University music teacher George 
White formed the Jubilee Singers in 1871. White taught his students patriotic songs, religious 
songs, and Western European art music songs, and they also performed some of Foster’s songs. 
Spirituals, also known at the time as Jubilee Songs, were not part of their repertoire at first. 
Many who had lived through enslavement wanted nothing to do with customs that reminded 
them of it. The students agreed to perform them, though, and after a rocky start on their first 
tour to raise funds for the institution in 1871, they went on to tour the United States, Great 
Britain, and Europe for many subsequent years, performing "Steal Away to Jesus" and "Go 
Down, Moses" for Queen Victoria in April 1873. J.B.T. Marsh wrote The Story of the Jubilee 
Singers: With Their Songs to document what they had accomplished, and to spread the songs. 
Their success kept Fisk University solvent, and it also led to their approach being copied—and 
exploited—for many years to follow. 

Both black and white musicians—and music publishers—followed in Foster’s footsteps and the 
Fisk Jubilee Singers’ model: James A. Bland, an African-American born free in 1854 in Flushing, 
NY, attended Howard University briefly before realizing he could earn more via minstrelsy and 
composing such hits as “Carry me back to old VIrginny;” Boston publisher Oliver Ditson 
compiled Jubilee and plantation songs; The Canadian Colored Concert Co. changed its name to 
Canadian Jubilee Singers, toured the United States and Great Britain, and sold songbooks; 
Charles Kunkel, a German immigrant who was both composer and publisher, rendered his 
perception of plantation life as “Southern jollification;” “When Chloe sings a song,” promoted 
as “A southern plantation melody,” was a hit for Lillian Russell; esteemed African-American 
composers Will Marion Cook and Harry T. Burleigh capitalized on the craze, collaborating with 
famed poet Paul Laurence Dunbar among others.  

At the outset of the twentieth century, the Hampton Institute musical directors compiled and 
published Religious folk songs of the Negro as sung on the plantations, and by 1916 the 
musician and publisher Homer Rodeheaver, who gained fame as musical director for evangelist 
Billy Sunday, deemed such songs worthy to be included “in books of this class” as he wrote in 
his preface to Rodeheaver collection for male voices. The songs proved popular enough for him 
to publish Plantation melodies two years later, and pen a paean to his mother as a preface.       

The sound recording industry cashed in as well: Wisconsin’s own Paramount released such fare 
as “Plantation lullaby,” a stereotypical “mammy song” recorded by the white Stellar Quartette; 
Victor released Paul Robeson’s reverent recording of “Steal Away;” RCA Victor had Marian 
Anderson record an entire LP titled Spirituals.  
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Laborers on plantations throughout the Global South continue cultivating songs, and academics 
continue documenting them: Percy A. Brathwaite, one of Guyana’s most prominent music 
critics and educators, included songs with plantation themes in his 1967 collection, published 
shortly after Guyana’s independence; Michael Williams compiled and annotated recordings of 
Walter Ferguson Gavitt performing calypso songs from the cocoa plantations of Costa Rica in 
1982; Ethnomusicologist Ted Solís documented the musical traditions of the Jibaro who left 
Puerto Rico to work on plantations in Hawaii in the late nineteenth century in 1990, finding the 
songs largely unchanged from how they had been performed a century earlier, due to the lack 
of cultural cross-pollination that was happening among the Jibaro in Puerto Rico. 

The Fisk Jubilee Singers continue to perform. Bernice Johnson Reagon was sure to include them 
when she compiled and annotated African American spirituals: The concert tradition for the 
Smithsonian/Folkways label in 1994. The songs continue to spread and bloom, and continue to 
be a cash crop.  

All from Mills Music Library:  

• Foster, Stephen Collins, 1826-1864. Massa's in de cold ground. New York: Firth, Pond and 
Co. (1 Franklin Sq.); Baltimore: E.D. Benteen and Co.; Pittsburgh, PA: H. Kleber, 1852. 
Americana Sheet Music Collection, A00621. Provenance: Joseph P. Webster.  

• Marsh, J. B. T. The story of the Jubilee Singers: With their songs. London: Hodder and 
Stoughton, 1875. Locked Case M1670 F4 1875.  

• Bland, James Allen, 1854-1911. Carry me back to old Virginny. Boston: John F. Perry and Co. 
(13 West St.); New York: W.A. Pond and Co., 1878. Americana Sheet Music Collection, 
A00202. 

• Jubilee and plantation songs: Characteristic favorites, as sung by the Hampton students, 
Jubilee Singers, Fisk University students, and other companies: Also, a number of new and 
pleasing selections. Boston: Oliver Ditson, 1887. Locked Case M1670 J8. 

• Canadian Colored Concert Co. Songs sung by the Canadian Colored Concert Co., the Royal 
Paragon Male Quartette and Imperial Orchestra: Five years’ tour of Great Britain, three 
years’ tour of United States. Hamilton, Ont.: Duncan Lith. Co., [189-?]. Locked Case M1670 
.S56 1890z.  

• Canadian Jubilee Singers. Songs sung by the famous Canadian Jubilee Singers, the Royal 
Paragon Male Quartette and Imperial orchestra: Five years’ tour of Great Britain, three 
years’ tour of United States. Hamilton, Ont.: Duncan Lith. Co., [1898 or 1899?]. Locked Case 
M1670 .S558 1898. 

• Kunkel, Charles, 1840-1923. Southern jollification. St. Louis: Kunkel Brothers (612 Olive St.), 
1890. Americana Sheet Music Collection, A01055. 

• Stromberg, John, 1853-1902, composer; Smith, Harry Bache, 1860-1936, lyricist. When 
Chloe sings a song. New York: M. Witmark & Sons (Witmark Bldg.); Chicago: M. Witmark & 
Sons, 1899. Americana Sheet Music Collection, A01728. 
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• Cook, Will Marion, composer; Dunbar, Paul Lawrence, lyricist. Down de lover's lane: 
Plantation croon. [London?]: Stern, 1900. Tams-Witmark Collection, Box 694A. 

• Burleigh, Harry Thacker, 1866-1949. Plantation melodies old and new: Words by R.E. 
Phillips, J.E. Campbell, P.L. Dunbar. New York: G. Schirmer, 1901. Locked Case M1670 B85.  

• Songs of the sunny South: Containing all familiar plantation and minstrel songs: For the 
piano and organ. [Place of publication not identified]: [publisher not identified], [between 
1900-1999?]. M1629.6 S7 S6 1900z. 

• Arr. by the musical directors of the Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute from the 
original edition by Thomas P. Fenner. Religious folk songs of the Negro as sung on the 
plantations. Hampton, Va.: Institute Press, 1909. M1670 F26. 

• Edited and compiled by J. B. Herbert. Rodeheaver collection for male voices: One hundred 
and sixty quartets and choruses for men. Chicago: Rodeheaver Co., 1916. Locked Case 
M2083 R62 1916. 

• Rodeheaver, Homer Alvan, 1880-1955. Plantation melodies. Chicago: Rodeheaver, 1918. 
M1670 P57 R6 1918. 

• Stevens, Vernon T.; Gillette, Gladys; Holmer, Albert, words and music. Plantation lullaby. 
Stellar Quartette. Port Washington, Wisconsin: New York Recording Laboratories, ca. 1921. 
Paramount 20069-B.  

• Negro spiritual, arranged by Lawrence Brown. Steal sway. Paul Robeson, voice; Lawrence 
Brown, piano. Camden, NJ: Victor Talking Machine Co., 1925. Victor 19742-B. 

• Anderson, Marian, 1897-1993 singer. Spirituals. [New York]: RCA Victor, 1956. BIB 1017715. 

• Compiled by P.A. Brathwaite; edited by Serena Brathwaite. Folk songs of Guyana in words 
and music: Queh-queh, chanties and plantation themes. [Guyana]: [P.A. Brathwaite?], 1967. 
M1687 G9 B73 1967.  

• Gavitt, Walter Ferguson, performer; compiled and annotated by Michael Williams. Mr. 
Gavitt: Calypso of Costa Rica. New York: Folkways Records, 1982. E 1176 N 1176.  

• Various performers; recordings, photos, notes by Ted Solís. Puerto Rico in Polynesia: Jibaro 
traditional music on Hawaiian plantations. Tivoli, N.Y.: Original Music, 1994. COMP DISC 
3203. 

• Fisk Jubilee Singers, Delise Perkins-Hall, director; Howard University Chamber Choir, J. 
Weldon Norris, director; Kehembe Eichelberger; Florida A & M University Concert Choir, 
Augustus Pearson, director; Princely Players, Orlandus Hannah, director; compiled and 
annotated by Bernice Johnson Reagon. African American spirituals: The concert tradition. 
Washington, DC: Smithsonian/Folkways, 1994. COMP DISC 2531 v.1. 
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Indentured Laborers   

From three small manuscript collections addressing issues of Caribbean plantations and the 
sugar industry in the late 19th century, including the practice of bringing indentured laborers 
from China and Africa.  

• Chinese indentured servants in Cuba. Manuscripts [1855-1880]. MS 535. SC  

From a small collection of nine documents relating to Chinese workers brought to Cuba for 
the sugar industry after the abolition of slavery. The worker contract was pre-printed in 
both Spanish and Chinese, and the Chinese consul general in Havana issued stamped and 
signed certificates of nationality: the one shown here (1880) is for no. 9003, from Canton, 
aged 33 years. The passenger list form, also pre-printed, was filled out for the frigate Italia, 
dated Havana 1869, with 520 names of Chinese passengers, all between the ages of 20 to 
37. Note the column headed Defuncion; 189 of 520 laborers on board died on this voyage. 

• Hogg, Quintin, 1845-1903. Correspondence, 1876. SC 

According to the Oxford dictionary of national biography, Hogg, who was a senior partner in 
Hogg, Curtis, and Campbell, sugar merchants, “modernized sugar production in Demerara, 
gave generously in the colony, and endowed the Coolie Mission.” Shown here: two letters 
from Hogg, London, to Messrs Sandbach, Tinne & Company of Liverpool. In the letter dated 
May 13, 1876, Hogg urged reopening “Chinese immigration” as a way to address labor 
issues in the British West Indies. In the letter dated Dec. 8, 1876, and headed “Strictly 
private & confidential,” Hogg noted “we have the finest opportunity we ever had for 
carrying on African immigration.”  

• Correspondence addressed to John Hird, Demerara and Manchester, 1875-1923. SC  

Demerara, at one point a Dutch colony, had been taken over by the British in the late 18th 
and early 19th century; and Hird was for a time a partner in the firm of Smith Bros. & Co. in 
British Guiana. In a letter from John Pourie Robertson of Stevens Bros. & Co., Belize, British 
Honduras, to Hird, June 20, 1887, Robertson praised the “magnificent” soil and climate in 
“this very small colony” (British Honduras).  

 

Mexican Plantation Company:  
Istmo de Tehuantepec, Mexico - La Crosse, Wisconsin 
The Mexican Plantation Company filed its articles of incorporation in 1901 in La Crosse, 
Wisconsin. Investing in rubber and sugar cane, it operated in the Isthmus of Tehuantepec in 
southern Mexico. Several University of Wisconsin alumni held positions with the company, 
including Charles Seiler (manager of stock sale) and Harry L. von Trott (superintendent).  

Spanish-American War veteran Ralph S. Woods of La Crosse spent several years as a foreman at 
the plantation, and he wrote home to his family of his experiences there. As foreman, Woods 
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appears to have understood how challenging it would be to make a profit from the plantation, 
writing to his brother in November of  1901, “I do not want any more stock. Nor do you. I think 
it is a real good thing; but then you have to know how to work it.” Following a forced sale, the 
company paid its first and only dividend in 1908. 

In the late-19th century, promotional literature was published soliciting U.S. investment in 
Mexico and encouraging the purchase and lease of lands for “colonization.” Transportation 
companies also issued promotional materials describing their networks and fleets. Knowledge 
of the regional capacity for transporting goods would have been essential to aspiring 
entrepreneurs or savvy stockholders with intents to invest in a plantation. 

• Mexican Plantation Company of Wisconsin. [Stockholders letter from the Mexican 
Plantation Company of Wisconsin, dated May 1, 1902]. La Crosse, Wis.: Mexican Plantation 
Company of Wisconsin, 1902. G95 ME no.7 Cutter. SC 

• Mexican Plantation Company of Wisconsin. Dear Madam, two hundred men of La Crosse 
and …  [La Crosse]: [Mexican Plantation Company of Wisconsin], 1902. G95 ME X no.1. ML 

• Mexican Plantation Company of Wisconsin. Certificate of installment contract for shares of 
the cumulative and participating preferred capital stock of the Mexican Plantation Co. of 
Wisconsin. [La Crosse]: [publisher not identified], 1900-1908?. F95 ME no.9. ML 

• Mexican Plantation Company of Wisconsin. The culture of rubber and sugar cane on 
Plantation La Crosse: Report of Paul S. Reinsch to the Mexican Plantation Co. of Wisconsin. 
[La Crosse, Wis.]: [publisher not identified], 1901. HG5169 R8 M4 ML 

• Letter dated Nov. 10, 1901 from Ralph S. Woods to Walter S. Woods. M2017-046, Box 1, 
Folder 3. WHS Archives  

• Portrait of Ralph S. Woods (1877-1949). Ralph S. Woods letters and papers, 1898-1903. 
M2017-046, Box 1, Folder 4. WHS Archives  

• Sabat, Manuel Carrera. An offer of lands for the purpose of colonization in the state of 
Guerrero, Mexico, situated in the Sierra Madre or Antiguo Anahuac mountains of the said 
state. Mexico: Printed by Vicente García Torres, 1875. F95G OF. ML 

• Helter skelter glimpses of the Tabasco-Chiapas trading and transportation company. 
[Chicago]: [publisher not identified], 1903. G95 TA. ML 

• Tehuantepec Railway Company. The Tehuantepec Railway: Its location, features, and 
advantages under the La Sere Grant of 1869. New York: D. Appleton & Co. HJR95 9T233 
XT23. ML 

• American Oaxaca Coffee and Rubber Co. American Oaxaca and Rubber Co., Incorporated. 
Chicago, Ill.: [publisher not identified], 189-?. G95 AM. ML 
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Rio Tamasopo Sugar Company:  
San Luis Potosí, Mexico - Kaukauna, Wisconsin 
Organized in 1903, the Rio Tamasopo Sugar Company operated the Agua Buena Sugar Hacienda 
in the state of San Luis Potosí, Mexico. While headquartered out of Indianapolis, the company 
president was Herbert Battles Tanner, a physician and former mayor of Kaukauna, Wisconsin. 
His son Kenneth Boyd Tanner acted as general manager of the plantation.  

Like other plantation companies of the time, the Rio Tamasopo Sugar Company made many 
favorable claims in their promotional literature to try and attract new investors and to 
strengthen stockholder confidence. In addition to assuring excellent returns on investment, 
they also claimed to provide generous economic opportunities to local Mexican laborers. The 
veracity of the latter assertion is called into question, however, by the paternalistic and 
disparaging attitude of the company towards the workers as demonstrated in the same 
literature.  

The plantation was frequently subject to extortion during the Mexican Revolution, and it was 
raided in 1913 by the Cedillo brothers and General Manuel Lárraga. In 1919, the Tanner Family 
sold their interests in the company at a significant loss and later invested in oil in Texas. 

• Raught, Charles E. Tamasopo in 1906: Official report of Charles E. Raught, Kaukauna, Wis., 
1906 official inspector. Milwaukee: Tamasopo Co., 1906. F95T TA. ML 

• Photographs of the Agua Buena ranch and sugar mill and related operations of the Rio 
Tamasopo Sugar Company in Mexico, ca. 1900-1908. PH 263. WHS  

From top to bottom, clockwise, as described by their captions: “Juan, Ignacio, Supt. Barlow, 
K.B. Tanner, H.B. Tanner”; [Two unidentified laborers]; “Marcus Aguilar, our 1st 
majordomo”; “Mass in our church”; “Our Mexican cook and young pet deer”; “Weekly pay 
day, bookkeeper checks the names, mayor domo pays out the coin (2 sacks on the box) 
peon wage 75 cts a day, Mexican silver”. 

• Tanner, Herbert Battles. Letter dated May 15, 1906 to George D. Coleman. Wis Mss DJ, Box 
19, Folder 2. WHS Archives 

• Fourth dividend notice. Indianapolis: The Company, 1905. F95T RI no.5. ML 

Rio Tamasopo Sugar Company. Indianapolis,: The Company, 1903. F95T RI no.1. ML 

Application for the purchase of gold trust bonds of the Rio Tamasopo Sugar Company. 
Indianapolis: The Company, 1904. F95T RI no.4. ML 

Gold trust bond of the Rio Tamasopo Sugar Company of Indianapolis,. Indianapolis: The 
Company, 1903. Wis Mss DJ, Box 19, Folder 3. WHS Archives  

• Tamasopo journal. Indianapolis: Rio Tamasopo Sugar Company. Wis Mss DJ, Box 20. WHS 

• Huppert, J.L., et al. Report of visitors to the Rio Tamasopo Sugar Company’s Mexican 
plantation. Wis Mss DJ, Box 20. WHS Archives 
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• Rio Tamasopo Sugar Company. Indianapolis,: The Company, 1903. F95T RI no.1. ML 

• “Register of visitors”. [Tamasopo, Mexico]: [Rio Tamasopo Sugar Company], 1903-1917. Mss 
430, Box 1, Folder 13. WHS Archives  

 

Wisconsin Rubber Company: Chiapas, Mexico - Madison, Wisconsin 
Founded in Madison in 1904, the Wisconsin Rubber Company owned and operated a plantation 
in the southern state of Chiapas, Mexico. Former UW-Madison professor and U.S. Ambassador 
to Denmark Rasmus B. Anderson served as the company’s president. His son, Rolf B. Anderson, 
served as superintendent until 1914.  

Prospectuses and stockholders reports portrayed the company as a benevolent employer; 
however an article printed in the July 5, 1913 issue of the Los Angeles newspaper Regeneración 
contended that the Mexican rubber workers barely had enough to keep themselves from 
starving to death. Promotional literature also touted investing in the company an easy way for 
U.S. citizens to make an income for life, but returns reportedly foundered due to inexperienced 
management, falling rubber prices, and the Mexican Revolution.  

According to Rasmus Anderson’s autobiography, a London syndicate was to have bought the 
plantation for $3,200,000. The sale appears to never have been realized. 

• Do you want a life income?: It can be obtained by eighty-four small monthly installments. 
[Philadelphia, Pennsylvania]: [Mexican Plantation Company], 1899. G95 ME no.12. ML 

• Opened: A life income : Secured by eighty-four small monthly installments. [Madison, Wis.]: 
[Wisconsin Rubber Company], 1901. G95 WI no.2. ML 

• Wisconsin Rubber Company. Florida Plantation. Report of the Wisconsin Rubber Company, 
Florida Plantation. Madison, Wis.: The Company, 1908. 1907 report shown. G95 W81. ML 

• Florida plantation: President's report. Madison, Wis.: The Company, 1905. G95 W81 PR. ML 

• Anderson, Rasmus B. (Rasmus Bjørn), 1846-1936. Rasmus Björn Anderson papers, 1823-
1936. Photos from the Florida and Philadelphia plantations, Chiapas, Mexico. PH 55. WHS 

• The greatest rubber plantation in the world. [Madison, Wis.]: Wisconsin Rubber Company, 
1906. G95 W81 RU no.2. ML 

• [Letter of the Wisconsin Rubber Company]. Madison, Wis.: The Company, 1904. G95 W81 
RE no.2. ML 

Issued with letter: Mexican Plantation Association. Report to the stockholders of the 
Mexican Plantation Association. Chicago: Mexican Plantation Association, 1899- . Ninth 
report shown. G95 M58 no. 9. ML 

• The truth about rubber. [Madison, Wis.]: Wisconsin Rubber Company, 1905. G95 W81 TR. 
ML 
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• Anderson, Rasmus B. (Rasmus Bjørn), 1846-1936. Rasmus Björn Anderson papers, 1823-
1936. Mexican Plantation Association account book. Wis Mss HD, Box 68, Volume 5. WHS 
Archives 

• Rienzi Streeter. Map of the Lumija Plantation, Chiapas, Mexico. [Place of publication not 
identified]: [publisher not identified], 1904. F95 ME no.6. ML 

 

Photographic Views of Plantations and Processing  

Examples from a set of mounted photographs (explanatory text on the verso) with scenes  
of China, Trinidad, Jamaica, Ceylon, Philippines, Mexico, Brazil, Costa Rica and Japan, prepared 
for the Philadelphia Museums. Ca. 1920. CA 19490. SC  

Cacao 

• Cacao tree in fruit (Trinidad)  

• Opening cacao fruit (Jamaica)  

• Drying cacao (Trinidad)  

Coffee 

• Coffee tree (Costa Rica)  

• Picking coffee (Brazil)  

• Drying coffee (Costa Rica) 

Cocoanuts (we would spell it coconuts)  

• Cocoanut plantation (Ceylon)  

• Opening cocoanuts (Philippine Islands)  

• Making cocoanut oil (Ceylon)  

Tea  

• Tea leaves, flowers, and fruits  

• Picking tea (Japan)  

• Preparing tea, pan firing (Japan ) 

 
 
Agricultural Activism: United Farm Workers 
The Bracero program brought Mexican workers to the U.S. as temporary agricultural labor 
during WWII and continued for decades afterwards. Since these laborers were not permanent 
U.S. residents, it was easier for employers to exploit them. Workers attempted to organize in 



Plants      Plantations      Labor       Trade 
 

 

25 
 

unions beginning in the 1940s. The United Farm Workers union, formed in the early days of the 
Delano grape strike when the Agricultural Workers Organizing Committee merged with the 
National Farm Workers Association, became the most effective and most well-known union for 
temporary agricultural workers. The grape strike of the early 1960s soon turned to a call for a 
consumer boycott and through the national boycott effort their black Aztec eagle insignia 
become an easily recognizable icon.  

• Back cover of a newsletter with cartoon of two characters jailing/squeezing farm workers. 
Text, “Buttes Gas and Oil (Guild) makes brandy by crushing workers as well as grapes!” Circa 
1970. Box 51, Folder “United Farm Workers.” Social Action Vertical File, Mss 577. WHS 
Archives 

• Handbill with image of a child picking cucumbers. Text, “Remember the good old days?” 
Circa 1970. Box 51, Folder “United Farm Workers.” Social Action Vertical File, Mss 577. WHS 
Archives 

• Poster with an illustration of a fist drawn in brown paint, with text painted in red. Text reads 
“Boycott non-UFWOC Lettuce.” Circa mid-1970s. Box 1, Folder 11. Social Action Poster 
Collection, PH 4829. WHS Archives 

• Handbill with image of Campbell's “Cream of exploitation soup.” Circa mid-1970s. Box 1, 
Folder 11. Social Action Poster Collection, PH 4829. WHS Archives 

• Poster with “NFWA” (National Farm Workers Association) under a symbol of an eagle. At 
the bottom is “Huelga.” Circa mid-1970s. Box 1, Folder 11. Social Action Poster Collection, 
PH 4829. WHS Archives 

• Poster with text at the top that reads “No violencia,” and at bottom “en Salinas, United 
Farm Workers Committee.” In the background is the text “Huelga” and the symbol of an 
eagle. Circa mid-1970s. Box 1, Folder 11. Social Action Poster Collection, PH 4829. WHS 
Archives 

• Poster with image of child pouring onions from a bucket into a bag. Text reads “Stop child 
labor. You can help stop child labor California by working for ‘Yes on 14!’ now.” Circa 1976. 
Box 1, Foldr 11. Social Action Poster Collection, PH 4829. WHS Archives 

• Poster with image of two people in 3/4 profile. Text reads, “Guarantee farm workers the 
right to vote Yes On 14.” Circa 1976. Box 1, Folder 11. Social Action Poster Collection, PH 
4829. WHS Archives 

• Poster features a photograph of people holding signs that read “NFWA (National Farm 
Workers Association) Huelga” and include the eagle symbol. Cesar Chavez is the foremost 
person in the group. Text over photo reads, “Join the boycott! Don’t buy Gallo wines.”  Circa 
mid-1970s. Box 1, Folder 11. Social Action Poster Collection, PH 4829. WHS Archives 

• Poster with eagle symbol, text reads, “What are you going to do for your fellow man when 
all your old clothes are gone?” Circa mid-1970s. Box 1, Folder 11. Social Action Poster 
Collection, PH 4829. Wisconsin Historical Society Archives 
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Devastating the Aral Sea  

NASA’s Earth Observatory (https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/world-of-change/AralSea) offers 
sobering evidence for the devastation of the Aral Sea as a result of river diversion to irrigate 
vast plantings of cotton: “In the 1960s, the Soviet Union undertook a major water diversion 
project on the arid plains of Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, and Turkmenistan. The region’s two major 
rivers, fed by snowmelt and precipitation in faraway mountains, were used to transform the 
desert into farms for cotton and other crops. Before the project, the Syr Darya and the Amu 
Darya rivers flowed down from the mountains, cut northwest through the Kyzylkum Desert, and 
finally pooled together in the lowest part of the basin. The lake they made, the Aral Sea, was 
once the fourth largest in the world. Although irrigation made the desert bloom, it devastated 
the Aral Sea.” Thanks to Carly Sentieri for suggesting inclusion of this topic in the exhibit. 

• Wood, Herbert William, 1837-1879. The shores of Lake Aral. London: Smith, Elder & Co., 
1876. G64 W87 Cutter Collection. ML  

Wood, born in India and a commissioned officer in the Madras engineers, participated in an 
expedition sent under the auspices of the Imperial Russian Geographical Society to study 
the Amu Darya region. In this 1876 account of his travels, he advocated using the region for 
growing cotton: “The encouragement of cotton cultivation on the waste lands surrounding 
the Khivan oasis would greatly benefit Russia, who at present pays eleven millions of 
roubles [sic] (say £1,600,000) yearly for a very insufficient supply of raw cotton.”  

Also available as part of the Eastern European and Slavic Studies Collection, UW Digital 
Collections.   

• Исхаков, Ю. И. Развитие хлопководства в Узбекистане. Tashkent: Гос. изд-во 
Узбекской ССР, 1960. HD9086 R93 U9. ML  

An account of cotton cultivation in Uzbekistan published in the midst of the Soviet water 
diversion project.  

• Gleason, Gregory. Between Moscow and Tashkent: The politics of the Uzbek cotton 
production complex. Thesis (Ph.D.)—University of California, Davis, 1984. HD9086 S653 
U963 1984a. ML 

Writing in 1984: “Uzbekistan does indeed resemble a vast plantation, even a ‘company 
town writ large.’ “  

• Meador, Clifton. Crossing the Oxus. Atlanta, Ga.: Nexus Press, 2001. N7433.4.M453 C76 
2001. Artists’ Book Collection, Kohler Art Library 

Book artist Clifton Meador crossed the Oxus River (Latin name for the Amu Darya) in 2000, 
and this volume, one of an edition of 75, documents his journey and reflections. “The 
exposed sea bed has become a white desert, and the wind blows clouds of salty, pesticide-
laden dust.”  

https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/world-of-change/AralSea
https://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/SDL34LS2SDFZ48Z

