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Frequently Asked Questions About Campus Libraries 
https://www.library.wisc.edu 

1.  How do I find an ebook or paper 
book in the libraries? 
Use the Library Catalog from the Libraries’ Web site to 
search for the books/e-books that the libraries own. Also, 
your Library Account lets you see items checked out to 
you, pending and/or available requests, and any 
fines/fees owed. It also lets you renew your books. 
https://search.library.wisc.edu/search/catalog/advanced 
https://account.library.wisc.edu/   

 
2. How do I check out materials from 
the libraries? 
Use your student ID (Wiscard) to check out materials. In 
most campus libraries, the loan period (how long you 
may keep an item) for graduate students is the end of the 
current semester. Loan periods vary from library to 
library or by the item’s format. For more info, see:  
https://www.library.wisc.edu/borrow-request/borrowing-policies/ 
 

3. Where do I find items that 
professors have put on reserve? 
To find reserves for your courses: 

1. Go to Libraries Course Reading Lists  
https://courselist.library.wisc.edu/  

2. Click the correct semester. 
3. Click the department. 
4. Locate the box with your section. 
5. Click the link next to Reading Lists. 
6. This list will show you where the reserve books 

are located for your class, including e-books. 
7. NOTE: many classes do not have materials on 

reserve. 
You should also be sure to check the Canvas page for 
your class: https://canvas.wisc.edu/    
 
4. How do I learn to use a library? 
Contact Tom for assistance with any library question: 
Phone: (608) 263-3283 
Email:  thomas.durkin@wisc.edu  
 
Look for the schedule on the Libraries’ Workshop, 
Classes, and Events page: 
https://www.library.wisc.edu/help/events/  

 

5. How do I find a journal article on a 
specific topic? 
From the Libraries’ Web site https://www.library.wisc.edu/, 
click the dropdown menu button labeled “Catalog” and 
then instead choose Articles, Databases or Journals. 
Search on your research topic in Articles, or choose 
Databases to search for the name of a database, or 
choose Journals to search for the name of a publication. 

 
6. Which databases are good sources 
for articles and book chapters about 
Social Work topics? 
The library databases that you are most likely to use for a 
Social Work project are listed in the Database Library: 
https://search.library.wisc.edu/search/database/browse/social-work 
The Social Work Abstracts database and the PsychINFO 
database are good choices. 

 
7. Can I use library databases at 
home? 
Yes. From the UW-Madison Libraries’ Web site  
https://www.library.wisc.edu/ you can log into databases 
using your NetID and password from anywhere. For more 
on remote access, see: 
https://www.library.wisc.edu/help/off-campus-access/ 
 
8. Is there an easy way keep track of 
my sources and organize them into a 
bibliography? 
Learn about Citation Manager applications here: 
https://www.library.wisc.edu/research-
support/collecting-organizing-analyzing-
information/citation-managers/ 

 
9. What if the materials I need are not 
located on campus? 
Materials from libraries throughout the U.S. and around 
the world may be requested by using Interlibrary Loan: 
https://www.library.wisc.edu/borrow-request/interlibrary-loan/ 
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10. Where can I go to study? 
Nearly all libraries have study space. To locate libraries 
with evening hours, group study rooms, and other 
features, go to: 
https://www.library.wisc.edu/locations/ 
 

11. Is there a place where we can 
study as a group or have privacy for an 
interview? 
The Social Work Library as well as many other libraries on 
campus have group study rooms that can be reserved 
online up to two weeks in advance. Find the details at:  
https://www.library.wisc.edu/socialwork/spaces/   
  

12. Do you have wireless? 
Yes. All campus libraries enable you to connect your 
laptop or other device to the Internet through a wireless 
network. We also have wireless printing. For details, see:  
https://it.wisc.edu/services/wireless-uwnet/   
https://www.library.wisc.edu/locations/printing/wireless-printing/ 
 

13. Does the Social Work Library have 
materials to help me prepare for my 
licensing exams? 
Yes! You will find study guides online at the link below. 
Online materials require you to login with your NetID and 
password. You can find more information at: 
https://www.library.wisc.edu/socialwork/research-
help/association-of-social-work-boards-testing-guides/ 
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