
Local Centers, Global Sounds Curriculum Resource for Teachers: 

Five Units: “Wisconsin Lumberjack Songs,” “Songs of Courtship,” “Songs of the Spirit,” “Farm 
to Table,” and “Let’s Dance” 

Curriculum units developed by Anne Fraioli  

       The Local Centers, Global Sounds (LCGS) Teaching units are designed to introduce students 
to a wide range of musical styles that reflect the diversity of cultures in the state of Wisconsin. 
Through cross-curricular lessons, students will delve into the history of the state and its 
people, while learning about the role of music in the social, occupational, and religious life of 
Wisconsinites, past and present. An arts integration focus in the unit lessons provides 
opportunities for teachers to connect the music in the LCGS archives with poetry, song 
writing, dance, and visual arts, and as far as teachers’ creativity and interests will take them. 
Through performance, students will have the opportunity to share this body of work with 
families, connecting this part of Wisconsin’s rich cultural heritage with the wider school 
community.  

Cross-Curricular Learning & Wisconsin State Music Standards:  
Connections to LCGS Teacher Units 

 

     The curriculum is suitable for elementary, middle and high school grades, and meets 
Wisconsin State standards for music pedagogy, arts integration, and connecting music to its 
cultural and historical contexts and everyday life.  The lessons are not intended to prescribe 
what teachers should do, but offer suggestions for the kind of integrated learning that can take 
place within one classroom, or with collaborative, cross-curricular teaching.  Having recently 
completed the “Wisconsin Lumberjacks, Their Work and History,” unit, a 4th grade teacher 
reflected on the impact it had on her students:  

The integrated lumberjack unit we completed this spring was one of the most engaging social studies units 
we've done all year. Because the unit included lessons on lumberjack songs that the kids learned in music class, 
the students were able to engage in the lessons with more enthusiasm. The lessons were especially exciting for 
the students because of the outdoor overnight field trip we took to the MacKenzie Center in Poynette, Wisconsin. 
The students learned first-hand about the Wisconsin timber industry by hiking through forests, experiencing a 
logging camp museum and having the opportunity to use cross-cut saws and cut their own wood "cookies." 
When the students learned the lumberjack songs in music class, it brought back all of the memories of their 
time in the forest. The accompanying lessons we used in conjunction with our Social Studies text “Wisconsin: 
Our State, Our Story,” came alive because of the arts element. Their final project, acrostic poems highlighting 
any aspect of the lumberjack unit they were interested in, were beautifully written and included drawings of 
the things they had learned about. These would not have been as detailed and thoughtful had it not been for the 
integrated unit of study we had just completed. We know that this unit is one we will definitely want to do again 
in the future.  
 
-Kathy Statz 
4th Grade Teacher 



Selected Wisconsin State Music Standards 
 
 

Standard 2 - PERFORM:  
Students will analyze, develop, and convey meaning through the presentation of artistic work.   
Grades 1 - 2 

- MG2.P.1.e: Explore and identify the meaning of a song through its text by singing 
and/or playing an instrument. 

- MG2.P.3.e: Examine and share the performance with class and teacher (and wider 
audience). 

- MG2.P.4.e: 
- Identify persons serving in the roles of performer and audience. 
- MG2.P.5.e: Explore music through both reading and aural approaches 

 

Grades 3 – 5 
- MG2.P.6.i: Explore and demonstrate an understanding of the elements of music by 

reading, singing and/or playing an instrument. 
- MG2.P.7.i: Demonstrate expressive qualities in performance (with composer’s intent). 
- MG2.P.9.i: Identify the importance of the performer and the audience. 
- MG2.P.10.i: Investigate music from aural traditions and through standard and 

alternative notation through performance 
 

Grades 6 – 12 
- MG2.P.16.h: Rehearse and demonstrate the ability to sing and/or play expressively, on 

pitch, in rhythm, and with proper technique and maintaining a steady beat. 
- MG2.P.17.h Perform using expressive qualities and techniques with the composer’s 

intent. 
- MG2.P.19.h: Illustrate how the setting, and elements of music, contribute to the context 

and expressive qualities of the music. 
 

Standard 3 - RESPOND: Students will critically interpret intent and meaning in order to evaluate 
artistic work. 
Grades K – 5th  

- MG2.P.4.e: Identify persons serving in the roles of performer and audience.  
- MG3.R.2.e: Express musical ideas through verbal, movement, written, or artistic means.  
- MG3.R.7.i: Utilize appropriate music terminology in the evaluation /reflection of music 

performances. 
- MG3.R.8.i: Demonstrate proper concert/audience etiquette.  

 
 
 
 
 



Grades 6 – 12 
- MG3.R.10.m: Express musical ideas through verbal, movement, written, artistic, or 

technological means.  
- MG2.P.9.i: Identify the importance of the performer and the audience.  
- MG3.R.16.h: Analyze, critique, and evaluate musical performances, recordings, and 

compositions using appropriate music terminology, theory, and technology. 
- MG2.P.14.m: Illustrate how the setting and elements of music contribute to 

understanding the context of the music. 
- MG2.P.19.h: Illustrate how the setting, and elements of music, contribute to the context 

and expressive qualities of the music. 
 

Standard 4 – Connect 
Grades K 5 

- MG4.Cn.5.i: Compare the historical and cultural aspects of music with other disciplines. 
- MG4.Cn.6.i: Explain how music relates to self, others, and the world. 
- MG4.Cn.7.i: Examine and evaluate musical connections, similarities, and differences. 
- MG4.Cn.8.i Describe roles of musicians in various music settings and world cultures 

 

Grades 6 – 12 
- MG4.Cn.13.h: Interpret the historical and cultural relationships between music and 

other disciplines. 
- MG4.Cn.10.m: Explain how music relates to self, others, and the world using grade- 

appropriate music vocabulary. 
- MG4.Cn.15.h: Analyze connections, similarities, and differences in a musical context. 
- MG4.Cn.12.m Compare and contrast the roles of musicians in various music settings and 

world cultures. 
- MG4.Cn.16.h Identify how the influence of two or more cultural traditions impact the 

genre and style of a piece of music. 
 


