
CARP COPYRIGHT AND THE
RESEARCH PROCESS

A BRIEF GUIDE TO COPYRIGHT TRANSFER AGREEMENTS

1. Read your agreement before you sign and return it!

2. Look for key rights you need now and in the future. 
 Can you:  
 • Make print and electronic copies for personal use
 • Include in other publications (theses, book chapters, compilations)
 • Make print and electronic copies for teaching purposes
 • Share print and electronic copies with colleagues
 • Post on a personal website 
 • Post on an institutional website

3. Note which version of your publication you can use.
 •  Author manuscript? Final published version?
 •  May vary depending on the context of the use

4. If the rights you want aren’t included, consider an addendum.
 UW-Madison Faculty Senate-Endorsed: 
 Committee on Institutional Cooperation Author Addendum
 http://www.library.wisc.edu/scp/copyright/author_addendum.pdf

 Internationally Recognized: 
 Scholarly Publishing & Academic Resources Coalition (SPARC) Addendum
 http://www.arl.org/sparc/author/addendum.shtml

5. Exercise your rights and increase access to your work - 
 consider self-archiving.
 If your copyright agreement allows:
 •  Post pubs on your personal website

 •  Submit pubs to your institutional repository
   UW-Madison Minds@UW: 
   http://minds.wisconsin.edu/handle/1793/8334

 •  Submit preprints of your pubs to a discipline-specific preprint archive
   Example: Nature Precedings: http://precedings.nature.com/

 NOTE! Before posting online, remember to consider:
 •  Are you allowed to post online?
 •  Which version can you post?
 •  Is a waiting period required?
 •  Are you required to link to the publisher’s site?

CONFUSED BY 
TERMINOLOGY?  
SEE REVERSE FOR 
HANDY GLOSSARY!

ADDITIONAL
RESOURCES

Your Librarians!

We’re full of useful stuff

UW-Madison Libraries
Scholarly Communication & 
Publishing Committee

www.library.wisc.edu/scp
UW-Madison’s defintive 
source for info on copyright, 
open access publishing, and 
author addenda. Apply for 
Open Access fee funding 
here!

The Scholarly Publishing & 
Academic Resources 
Coalition (SPARC)

www.arl.org/sparc/resources
SPARC is an international 
alliance of academic libraries 
striving for greater access to 
research publications.  Check 
here for copyright, author 
rights and open access info 
not related to a specific 
institution. 
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FASCINATING TERMINOLOGY
  GENERAL LICENSING TERMS
 Exclusive rights  Rights granted to a party by a contract that may not be granted other parties.  

   Example: If Author X grants Publisher A the “exclusive right” to print an article, Author  
   X cannot grant the same right to any other entity.

 Non-exclusive rights Rights granted to a party by a contract that may also be granted to other parties.  

   Example: If Publisher A grants Author X the “non-exclusive right” to use figures from  
   his/her published article in other papers, Publisher A may also give others permission  
   to use those same figures. 

  ARTICLE VERSION TERMS
 Author’s manuscript/ Author’s draft of an article prior to peer review/editing, as it was submitted to the  
 Accepted manuscript publisher.  Some copyright agreements allow authors to update their manuscripts to reflect  
  any changes made in the review/editing process.
 
 Preprint Author’s draft of an article prior to peer review/editing.  Same as “author’s manuscript,”  
  but often refers specifically to unreviewed/unedited articles that have been distributed by  
  the author, usually through a pre-print archive hosted by an institution, publisher, or
  professional organization (ex: Nature Precedings http://precedings.nature.com/).

 Postprint  Digital draft of an article after peer review/editing (often identical to the published article,  
  but without a complete citation).  This is the version that appears on a journal’s website  
  before the print version is released.

  SHARING & SELF-ARCHIVING TERMS 

 Self-archiving Posting a free digital copy of one’s own work on a publicly accessible website (author’s  
  personal site, institutional repository, open archive, etc)
 
 Institutional repository Web-based archive intended to collect, preserve and distribute the “intellectual output”  
  of a university or other organization; may includes theses/dissertations, research  
  articles, administrative documents, course materials, etc.  

   Visit UW-Madison’s institutional repository, Minds@UW:   
   http://minds.wisconsin.edu/handle/1793/8334  

 Scholarly posting Same as self-archiving

 Scholarly sharing Sharing physical or digital copies of published work with colleagues; generally assumes a  
  limited number of copies

 Open access (OA) Free, unrestricted online access to articles published in scholarly journals; can be achieved  
  by self-archiving, paying an open access fee to a traditional publisher or publishing in an  
  open access journal.
      


