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Introduction 
As attempts to dismantle gender and women’s studies and related fields in higher education increase, 
scholars, students, activists, and those engaged in adjacent work are resisting this marginalization while 
advocating for the preservation of critical student centers and academic spaces. Resources in this bibliography 
share strategies for defending programs under threat and making the field’s transformative impact visible to 
administrators, policymakers, and the public, including through online activist communities, social media, and 
other digital platforms. The resources reflect on losses, particularly with the merging of programs into new units 
and the elimination of gender equity, multicultural, and pride centers. Some highlight unique approaches to 
program advocacy, curricular innovation, and interdisciplinary collaboration that ultimately strengthen the field’s 
institutional standing. Others highlight how gender and women’s studies programs and centers—as well as 
related and overlapping initiatives—continue to advocate for their survival amid budget cuts and political 
challenges. 
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COVID-19 to Current in U.S. GWS 

National 
●​ Adair, Z. R. (2021). All power to all the people: WGS and feminist pedagogy in the era of the alt-right. 

The Radical Teacher, 121, 46–54. https://www.jstor.org/stable/48694857  

●​ Alonso, J. (2024, Apr. 5). Student interest in gender studies on the rise, despite political hostility. Inside 
Higher Ed. 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/48694857


https://www.insidehighered.com/news/students/academics/2024/04/05/more-students-take-gender-stud
ies-even-it-comes-under-attack   

●​ Ash, J. (2020, Dec. 3). How COVID-19 is devastating women's studies programs across the US. Ms. 
https://msmagazine.com/2020/12/03/how-covid-19-is-devastating-womens-studies-programs-across-th
e-u-s/  

●​ Baker, C.N., Berger, M.T., Craven, C., & Hobson, J. (2025, Sept. 18). University leaders must act: An 
open letter on the threats facing critical interdisciplinary programs like women’s and gender studies. Ms. 
https://msmagazine.com/2025/09/10/college-university-women-gender-studies-higher-education-interdi
sciplinary-programs/   

●​ Barry, A., Godard, C., & Park, A. (2025, Sept. 10). The history of women’s studies is a history of 
conflict. Public Books. 
https://www.publicbooks.org/the-history-of-womens-studies-is-a-history-of-conflict/ 

●​ Beins, A. (2022, Fall/Winter). Field materialities: Building women’s and gender studies one page at a 
time. WSQ: Women’s Studies Quarterly, 50(3-4), 47-63. https://muse.jhu.edu/article/867019 

●​ Boisseau, T.J., Rellihan, H., & Ernstberger, A.L. (2024). More at risk than ever, more important than 
ever: Women's, gender, and sexuality studies at the intersection of paradox and precarity. Feminist 
Studies 50(1), 135-139. https://dx.doi.org/10.1353/fem.2024.a930420  

●​ Boisseau, T.J., & Rellihan, H. (2025). Zombies no longer willing to make do, or, how to save women's, 
gender, and sexuality studies from the neoliberal and illiberal apocalypse. Frontiers: A Journal of 
Women Studies, 46(1), 45-83. https://dx.doi.org/10.1353/fro.2025.a962957.  

●​ Branham, K., & Costello, L.A. (2023). Higher education and the precarity of women's, gender, and 
sexuality studies programs. Feminist Formations 35(3), 59-81. 
https://dx.doi.org/10.1353/ff.2023.a916570 

●​ Clark-Taylor, A., Regan, H., & Rotramel, A. (2024). Protecting our futures: Challenges & strategies for 
women’s, gender, and sexuality studies. National Women’s Studies Association. 
https://commons.case.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1004&context=mathercenter-briefs  

●​ Corbman, R. (2025). Dykes, witches, and cults: ‘Women’s studies’ in mass culture. Feminist Theory, 
26(3), 614-631. https://doi.org/10.1177/14647001251331883  

●​ Dove-Viebahn, A. (2023, Jul 01). Banned: Women’s studies. Ms., 33(3), 26-29. 

●​ Ergas, Y. (2022). Disputing “gender” in academia: Illiberalism and the politics of knowledge. Politics and 
Governance, 10(4), 121-131. DOI: 10.17645/pag.v10i4.5529. 

●​ Essig, L. (2025, Jun. 26). Why authoritarians always come for gender studies first. Ms. 
https://msmagazine.com/2025/06/26/gender-studies-trump-authoritarian/  

●​ Feminist Frictions from Signs 

●​ Furiasse, A. (2023, Sept.). The gender studies myth. Women in Higher Education, 9, 14. 
https://doi.org/10.1002/whe.21319  

●​ Kelliher, R. (2022, Mar. 5). What anti-LGBTQ+ state bills mean for higher ed. Diverse Issues in Higher 
Education. 
https://www.diverseeducation.com/leadership-policy/article/15289294/what-antilgbtq-state-bills-mean-fo
r-higher-ed  

●​ Nadasen, P., Ash, J., & Jones, B. (2020). WGSS programs during COVID: A data brief from NWSA. 
National Women’s Studies Association. 
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.nwsa.org/resource/resmgr/budget_cuts_and_covid_data_b.pdf  
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●​ National Women’s Studies Association. (2020, May 14). Protecting WGS in the time of COVID-19: An 
NWSA statement and data collection project. NWSA. https://www.nwsa.org/news/news.asp?id=509175 

●​ Rohrer, J. (2024, Spr./Sum.). (Re)purposing, not "rightsizing": Responding to recent attacks on gender, 
women's, and sexuality studies in the U.S. academy. WSQ: Women’s Studies Quarterly, 52(1-2), 
251-268. https://dx.doi.org/10.1353/wsq.2024.a924320 

●​ Rupertus, A. (2025, May 22). College campuses are closing their women’s and LGBTQ+ centers. Teen 
Vogue. https://www.teenvogue.com/story/college-campuses-closing-womens-lgbtq-centers 
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●​ UW System Women’s and Gender Studies Consortium (WGSC). (2020, June 11). COVID-19, disaster 
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-studies/ 

●​ Yacob-Haliso, O. (2025, March). African intersectionalities and decolonisation of African women’s and 
gender studies. History Compass, 23(3). https://doi.org/10.1111/hic3.70008   

Alabama 
●​ Navarro, M. (2024, Aug. 22). University removes dedicated offices for Black Student Union, Safe Zone. 

The Crimson White. 
https://thecrimsonwhite.com/115369/top-stories/university-removes-dedicated-offices-for-black-student-
union-safe-zone/  

●​ Stephenson, J. (2024, Aug. 27). University of Alabama closes spaces for Black Student Union and 
LGBTQ+ center. Alabama Reflector. 
https://alabamareflector.com/2024/08/27/university-of-alabama-closes-spaces-for-black-student-union-a
nd-lgbtq-center/  

California 
●​ Kalahele, K. (2023, May 15). Rumors circle about whether Chapman will merge LGBTQ studies and 

women’s studies minors into one. The Panther. 
https://www.thepanthernewspaper.org/news/lsyzg2jcvn2nkoyarf29pid2xwmwz0  

●​ Ojeda, H. (2024, Dec. 12). UCSC faculty mourn loss of feminist studies department. Lookout Santa 
Cruz. https://lookout.co/uc-santa-cruz-feminist-studies-faculty-mourn-loss-of-department/story   

●​ Public Affairs. (2024, Nov. 25). After 50 successful years, Feminist Studies faculty vote to disestablish 
the formal department, making way for more wide-ranging feminist scholarship across campus. UC 
Santa Cruz News. https://news.ucsc.edu/2024/11/feminist-studies/  

Florida 
●​ Blest, P. (2023, Feb. 27). Florida republicans are terrified of gender studies majors. Vice. 

https://www.vice.com/en/article/g5vz3m/ron-desantis-florida-higher-education-bill-ban-gender-studies   

●​ Contorno, S. (2023, Feb. 25). Florida bill would ban gender studies and give Gov. Ron DeSantis more 
power over state universities. CNN. 
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●​ Factora, J. (2023, Aug. 14). DeSantis-appointed board abolished the New College of Florida’s gender 
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●​ Herndl, D.P. (2024). Will gender studies in Florida survive the United States' turn to the right? WSQ: 
Women's Studies Quarterly, 52(1), 93-99. https://dx.doi.org/10.1353/wsq.2024.a924306  

●​ Matat, S. (2023, April 19). Florida legislation threatens gender studies and intersectionality: What does 
it mean? Palm Beach Post. 
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/education/2023/04/19/desantis-gop-attacks-on-woke-gender-stud
ies-rattles-professors-students/11690683002/?gnt-cfr=1 

●​ Nittle, N. (2023, Apr. 3). Florida bill would bring bans on gender studies and critical race theory to 
colleges and universities. The 19th. 
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●​ Szal, R., Dove-Viebahn, A., & Jolna, K. (2023, Aug. 19). Key gender studies staff resign from New 
College of Florida, “The state where learning goes to die.” Ms. 
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