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Introduction 
At this time, many gender and women’s studies programs, centers, and departments are celebrating milestone 
anniversaries and exploring their rich histories across Wisconsin and the world. This thread explores, honors, 
and critiques historical narratives and analyses of gender, women’s, and sexuality studies programs, as well as 
adjacent fields and community-based work. These resources document the founding of programs, the work of 
early leaders and faculty, and the activist and intellectual traditions that shaped their development. Some 
grapple with racial tensions, gender policing, ableism, and other exclusionary elements the field has sought to 
overcome, including U.S.-centric impulses rooted in settler colonialism, imperialism, and the marginalization of 
transnational and Global South feminist perspectives. In addition, these resources excavate our shared 
intellectual genealogies as women’s, gender, sexuality, and LGBTQ+ studies scholars, ultimately exploring 
intersections across the historical transformations of feminist inquiry and social justice work. 

For more on struggles within the field, including racism, see bibliography 108b. 

For early publications on: 

●​ Women’s studies as a discipline (1972-1977), see bibliography 3. 

●​ Black women’s studies, see bibliography 17. 

●​ Mainstreaming women’s studies into the traditional curriculum, see bibliography 22. 
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Foundations 
Articles and Special Issues 

●​ Baer, E., & Odarenko, D.J. (1978). The IWY Conference at Houston: Implications for women’s studies. 
Women’s Studies Newsletter, 6(1), 3–6. http://www.jstor.org/stable/40042413  

●​ Bird, E. (2002, Jan.-Feb.). The academic arm of the women's liberation movement: Women's studies 
1969–1999 in North America and the United Kingdom. Women's Studies International Forum, 25(1), 
139–49. https://doi.org/10.1016/S0277-5395(02)00217-0  

●​ Boxer, M.J. (1982). For and about women: The theory and practice of women’s studies in the United 
States. Signs, 7(3), 661-695. https://doi.org/10.1086/493905 

●​ Boxer, M.J. (2002). Women’s studies as women’s history. Women’s Studies Quarterly, 30(3/4), 42–51. 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/40003241  

●​ Campanella, C., & Wimpee, R. (2020, Mar. 30). The fairy godmothers of women’s studies. RE:Source. 
https://resource.rockarch.org/story/field-building-fairy-godmothers/  

●​ Christ, C.T. (1997). Anniversary lecture: The American university and women’s studies. Tulsa Studies in 
Women’s Literature, 16(1), 13–25. https://doi.org/10.2307/464038  

●​ Conway, J.K. (1974). Coeducation and women’s studies: Two approaches to the question of woman’s 
place in the contemporary university. Daedalus, 103(4), 239–249. http://www.jstor.org/stable/20024268  

●​ Editorial: “But what ‘IS’ a women’s studies program?” (1978). Women’s Studies Newsletter, 6(4), 2–2. 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/40042438  

●​ Evans, M. (1982). In praise of theory: The case for women’s studies. Feminist Review, 10, 61–74. 
https://doi.org/10.2307/1394780  

●​ Franklin, V.P. (2002). Hidden in plain view: African American women, radical feminism, and the origins 
of women’s studies programs, 1967-1974. The Journal of African American History, 87, 433–445. 
https://doi.org/10.2307/1562475  

●​ The future of women’s studies [series]. (1975, Winter, Spring, Summer-Fall). Women’s Studies 
Newsletter, 3(1-3/4).   

●​ The future of women’s studies [series]. (1976, Winter). Women’s Studies Newsletter, 4(1).   
●​ Greene, E. (1976). The case for a national women’s studies association. Women’s Studies Newsletter, 

4(1), 1–3. http://www.jstor.org/stable/40042331  
●​ Greene, E., & Reuben, E. (1976). Planning a national women’s studies association. Women’s Studies 

Newsletter, 4(2), 1–11. http://www.jstor.org/stable/25159458  
●​ Gruberg, M. (1973). Women’s studies in America. International Review of Education / Internationale 

Zeitschrift Für Erziehungswissenschaft / Revue Internationale de l’Education, 19(1), 127–133. 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/3442979 

●​ Hoffman, N. (1973, Sep. 1). Life in the feminist classroom. Ms., 2, 49-50, 84-85, 51. Available via The 
Ms. Magazine Archive database. 

●​ Howe, F. (1973, Sept.). No ivory towers need apply. Ms., 46-47, 78-80. Available via Women’s Studies 
Archive database.    

●​ Howe, F. (1975). Structure and staffing of programs. Women’s Studies Newsletter, 3(2), 1–3. 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/40041893  

●​ Howe, F. (1976). New curricular focus in women’s studies programs. Women’s Studies Newsletter, 4(1), 
1–2. http://www.jstor.org/stable/40042330  

●​ Howe, F. (1979, Sep 01). Thousands of courses, hundreds of women’s centers, and 20 research 
centers later...: Update: Women’s studies. Ms., 8(3), 71-72. 

●​ Howe, F., & Kelley, F. (1977). Fact sheet on women’s studies programs in 1977. Women’s Studies 
Newsletter, 5(4), 17–17. http://www.jstor.org/stable/40042539 
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●​ Jacoby, V. (1975). Women’s studies in the South Central Region: A Conference. Women’s Studies 
Newsletter, 3(3/4), 8–8. http://www.jstor.org/stable/40041905 

●​ Kaye, M. (1978). Closeup on women’s studies courses: Feminist theory and practice. Women’s Studies 
Newsletter, 6(3), 20–23. http://www.jstor.org/stable/25159479  

●​ Krikos, Linda A. (2004). Women's studies: A recommended bibliography. Libraries Unlimited. 
●​ Lane, M. T. (1975). Women’s studies in the university curriculum. The High School Journal, 59(1), 1–8. 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/40366201  
●​ Lanigan, E.F. (1979). Women's studies: A recommended core bibliography. Libraries Unlimited. 
●​ Leffler, A., Gillespie, D.L., & Ratner, E.L. (1973). Academic feminists and the women’s movement. Ain’t 

I a Woman?, 4(1). 
https://bcrw.barnard.edu/archive/education/Academic_Feminists_and_the_Womens_Movement.pdf  

●​ Loeb, C. R., Lanigan, E. F., Searing, S. E. (1987). Women's studies: A recommended core bibliography, 
1980-1985. Libraries Unlimited. 

●​ Looking back, moving forward: 25 years of women’s studies history [Special issue]. (1997, Spr-Sum). 
Women’s Studies Quarterly, 25(1/2). 

●​ McKim, J., Greene, E., Henke, S.A., & Yare, J.L. (1976). The future of women’s studies. Women’s 
Studies Newsletter, 4(1), 4–6. http://www.jstor.org/stable/40042332  

●​ Palmer, P. (1978). A note on women’s studies at Houston. Women’s Studies Newsletter, 6(1), 6–7. 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/40042414  

●​ Pollner, F. (1972, Sept.). Education and elitism. Off Our Backs, 3(1), 23. Available via Women’s Studies 
Archive database.   

●​ Review of women’s studies programs funded by federal government. (1976). Women’s Studies 
Newsletter, 4(4), 1–13. http://www.jstor.org/stable/40042385  

●​ Salper, R. (1971). Women’s studies. Ramparts, 10, 56-60. 
●​ Salzman-Webb, M. (1972, Mar.). Feminism and the university. Off Our Backs, 2(7), 10,19. Available via 

Women’s Studies Archive database.  
●​ Semas, P. W. (1972). Women’s studies. Improving College and University Teaching, 20(1), 46–47. 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/27563318 
●​ Some politics of women’s studies [Special issue]. (1971, May 31). The Second Revolution, 1(8). 

Available via Women’s Studies Archive database. 
●​ Spender, D. (1978). Notes on the organization of women’s studies. Women’s Studies International 

Quarterly, 1(3), 255-275. https://doi.org/10.1016/S0148-0685(78)90194-X  
●​ Steinem, G. (1973, Sept.). Mobilizing for women’s studies: How to get your course into the catalog. Ms., 

2(3), 103-104. Available via Women’s Studies Archive database.    
●​ Stimpson, C. (1972). A critical view of women’s studies. Women’s Studies Newsletter, 1(2), 1–4. 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/40041823  
●​ Stimpson, C.R. (1973). The new feminism and women’s studies. Change, 5(7), 43–48. 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/40161836  
●​ Stimpson, C.R. (1973). What matter mind: A theory about the practice of women’s studies. Women’s 

Studies, 1(3), 293–314. https://doi.org/10.1080/00497878.1973.9978326 
●​ Tobias, S. (1978), Women's studies: Its origins, its organization and its prospects. Women’s Studies 

International Quarterly, 1(1), 85-97. https://doi,org/10.1016/S0148-0685(78)90396-2 
●​ Webb, M. (1972). A radical perspective on women’s studies. Women: A Journal of Liberation, 3(2), 36. 

Available via Women’s Studies Archive database.  
●​ Women’s studies topic of Nov. AFW meeting. (1974, Jan.). Association of Faculty Women Newsletter, 

1, 3-4. Available via Women’s Studies Archive database.   
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●​ Zangrando, J. S. (1975). Women’s studies in the United States: Approaching reality. American Studies 
International, 14(1), 15–36. http://www.jstor.org/stable/41278497    

Books and More 
●​ Ahlum, C., & Howe, F. (Eds.). (1971). The new guide to current female studies. KNOW, Inc. 
●​ Bowles, G., & Klein, R.D. (Eds.). (1981). Theories of women's studies II. Women’s Studies, University 

of California, Berkeley. 
●​ Bowles, G., & Klein, R.D. (Eds.). (1983). Theories of women's studies. Routledge. 

https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003516392  
●​ Boxer, M.J. (1998). When women ask the questions: Creating women’s studies in America. Johns 

Hopkins University Press. 
●​ Guy-Sheftall, B., & Heath, S. (1995). Women’s studies: A retrospective: A report to the Ford 

Foundation. Ford Foundation. 
●​ Howe, F. (1977). Seven years later: Women’s studies programs in 1976. National Advisory Council on 

Women’s Educational Programs.  
●​ Howe, F., & Ahlum, C. (Eds.). (1970). Female studies II: Collected by the Commission on the Status of 

Women of the Modern Language Association (ED065075). KNOW, Inc. 
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED065075  

●​ Howe, F., & Ahlum, C. (Eds.). (1971). Female studies III: Prepared for the Commission on the Status of 
Women of the Modern Language Association (ED065076). KNOW, Inc. 
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED065076   

●​ Howe, F., & Ahlum, C. (1972, Jan.). A fact sheet on female studies. KNOW, Inc. 
https://californiarevealed.org/do/13647c6a-bd40-4191-a753-1ed2ad0315ec 

●​ Howe, F., & Buhle, M.J. (Eds.). (2000). The politics of women’s studies: Testimony from 30 founding 
mothers. Feminist Press. 

●​ Hull, A. (G.T.), Bell-Scott, P., & Smith, B. (Eds.). (1993). All the women are white, all the Blacks are 
men, but some of us are brave: Black women’s studies. Feminist Press. 

●​ James, S.M., Foster, F.S., & Guy-Sheftall, B. (Eds.). (2009). Still brave: The evolution of Black women’s 
studies. Feminist Press. 

●​ Johnson, W.D., & Blumhagen, K.O. (Eds.). (1978). Women's studies: An interdisciplinary collection. 
Greenwood Press. 

●​ Robinson, L.H. (1972, Sept.). The emergence of women’s courses in higher education (ED066139). 
Research Currents. American Association for Higher Education. https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED066139  

●​ Robinson, L.H. (1973). Women’s studies: Courses and programs for higher education (ED074997). 
American Association for Higher Education. https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED074997   

●​ Sheuman, S.A., & Sedlacek, W.E. (1976). An evaluation of a women’s studies program (ED135315). 
University of Maryland. https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED135315 

●​ Showalter, E., & Ohmann, C. (Eds.). Female studies IV: Teaching about women (ED065077). KNOW, 
Inc. https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED065077  

●​ Siporin, R.L. (Ed.). (1972). Female studies V: Proceedings of the conference “Women and Education: A 
Feminist Perspective.” KNOW, Inc. https://bcrw.barnard.edu/archive/education/Female_Studies_V.pdf  

●​ Tobias, S. (Ed.). (1970). Female studies 1: A collection of college syllabi and reading lists (ED065074). 
KNOW Inc. https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED065074  

●​ Women’s Studies Librarian-At-Large. (1978). Women’s studies as a discipline: A selected bibliography 
of current articles. University of Wisconsin System. 
https://cms.library.wisc.edu/gwslibrarian/wp-content/uploads/sites/26/2021/10/3.pdf 
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Black Women’s Studies/Women of Color Studies 
Articles 

●​ Aptheker, B. (1981). “Strong is what we make each other”: Unlearning racism within women’s studies. 
Women’s Studies Quarterly, 9(4), 13–16. http://www.jstor.org/stable/40003959  

●​ Barnett, B.M., Brewer, R.M., & Kuumba, M.B. (1999). New directions in race, gender & class studies: 
African American experiences. Race, Gender & Class, 6(2), 7–28. http://www.jstor.org/stable/41674883  

●​ Bell-Scott, P., Guy-Sheftall, B., & Royster, J.J. (1991). The promise and challenge of Black women’s 
studies: A report from the Spelman Conference, May 25-26, 1990. NWSA Journal, 3(2), 281–288. 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/4316132  

●​ Boring, P.Z. (1976). Women’s studies dissertations in Hispanic literatures. Women’s Studies Newsletter, 
4(3), 12–12. http://www.jstor.org/stable/40042380  

●​ Butler, J.E. (1982). Toward a plural and equitable society. Women’s Studies Quarterly, 10(2), 10–11. 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/40004061 

●​ Butler, J., & Schmitz, B. (1992). Ethnic studies, women’s studies, and multiculturalism. Change, 24(1), 
36–41. http://www.jstor.org/stable/40177285  

●​ Carver, A.C. (1980). Building coalitions between women’s studies and Black studies: What are the 
realities? Women’s Studies Newsletter, 8(3), 16–19. http://www.jstor.org/stable/40042528  

●​ Chamberlain, M.K. (1994). Multicultural women’s studies in the United States. Women’s Studies 
Quarterly, 22(3/4), 215–225. http://www.jstor.org/stable/40004267   

●​ Franklin, V.P. (2002). Hidden in plain view: African American women, radical feminism, and the origins 
of women’s studies programs, 1967-1974. The Journal of African American History, 87, 433–445. 
https://doi.org/10.2307/1562475  

●​ García, A.M. (1997). Voices of Women of Color: Redefining women’s studies. Race, Gender & Class, 
4(2), 11–28. http://www.jstor.org/stable/41674822  

●​ Geiger, S., & Zita, J.N. (1985). White traders: The caveat emptor of women’s studies. Journal of 
Thought, 20(3), 106–121. http://www.jstor.org/stable/42589157  

●​ Goodstein, L., & Gyant, L.V. (1990). A minor of our own: A case for an academic program in Women of 
Color. Women’s Studies Quarterly, 18(1/2), 39–45. http://www.jstor.org/stable/40004022  

●​ Guy-Sheftall, B. (1992). Black women’s studies: The interface of women’s studies and Black studies. 
Phylon, 49(1/2), 33–41. https://doi.org/10.2307/3132615  

●​ Guy-Sheftall, B. (1998). Shifting contexts: Lessons from integrating Black, gender, and African diaspora 
studies. Women’s Studies Quarterly, 26(3/4), 17–24. http://www.jstor.org/stable/40003270  

●​ Higginbotham, E. (1997). Designing an inclusive curriculum: Bringing all women into the core. Women’s 
Studies Quarterly, 25(1/2), 237–253. http://www.jstor.org/stable/40005435 

●​ Hill, L.I. (1990). The Ford Foundation program on mainstreaming minority women’s studies. Women’s 
Studies Quarterly, 18(1/2), 24–38. http://www.jstor.org/stable/40004021  

●​ Hine, D.C. (2007). African American women and their communities in the twentieth century: The 
foundation and future of Black women’s studies. Black Women, Gender + Families, 1(1), 1–23. 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5406/blacwomegendfami.1.1.0001  

●​ Hoffman, N. (1986). Black studies, ethnic studies, and women’s studies: Some reflections on 
collaborative projects. Women’s Studies Quarterly, 14(1/2), 49–53. http://www.jstor.org/stable/25164271  

●​ Hull, G.T., & Smith, B. (1982). “Keeping Black women at the center”: A conversation between Gloria T. 
Hull and Barbara Smith. Off Our Backs, 12(5), 22–23. http://www.jstor.org/stable/25774440  

●​ Hull, G.T. (1997). The “bridge” between Black studies and women’s studies: Black women’s studies. 
Women’s Studies Quarterly, 25(1/2), 40–43. http://www.jstor.org/stable/40005400  

●​ Hunter, M.L., & Nettles, K.D. (1999). What about the white women?: Racial politics in a women’s 
studies classroom. Teaching Sociology, 27(4), 385–397. https://doi.org/10.2307/1319044  
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●​ McCluskey, A. T. (1994). Am I not a woman and a sister?: Reflections on the role of Black women’s 
studies in the academy. Feminist Teacher, 8(3), 105–111. http://www.jstor.org/stable/40545674  

●​ Smith, B. (1980). Racism and women’s studies. Frontiers: A Journal of Women Studies, 5(1), 48–49. 
https://doi.org/10.2307/3346304  

●​ Villanueva, M. (1999). Ambivalent sisterhood: Latina feminism and women’s studies. Discourse, 21(3), 
49–76. http://www.jstor.org/stable/41389545  

●​ Zinn, M.B., Cannon, L.W., Higginbotham, E., & Dill, B.T. (1986). The costs of exclusionary practices in 
women’s studies. Signs, 11(2), 290–303. http://www.jstor.org/stable/3174050 

Books and Chapters 
●​ Butler, J.E. & Walter, J.C. (Eds.). (1991). Transforming the curriculum: Ethnic studies and women’s 

studies. SUNY Press.  
●​ Chai, A.Y. (1984). Toward a holistic paradigm for Asian American women's studies: A synthesis of 

feminist scholarship and women of color's feminist politics. Michigan State University. 
●​ Chamberlain, M. (1989). Mainstreaming minority women's studies. National Council for Research on 

Women. 
●​ Hull, A. (G.T.), Bell-Scott, P., & Smith, B. (Eds.). (1993). All the women are white, all the Blacks are 

men, but some of us are brave: Black women’s studies. Feminist Press. 
●​ James, S.M., Foster, F.S., & Guy-Sheftall, B. (Eds.). (2009). Still brave: The evolution of Black women’s 

studies. Feminist Press. 
●​ Sears, S. (2020). The praxis of Africana women’s studies: Lessons from Clark Atlanta University. In J. 

Shayne (Ed.), Persistence is resistance: Celebrating 50 years of gender, women & sexuality studies. 
https://uw.pressbooks.pub/happy50thws/chapter/the-praxis-of-africana-womens-studies-lessons-from-cl
ark-atlanta-university/  

●​ Smith, B. (2000). Building Black women’s studies. In F. Howe (Ed.), The politics of women’s studies: 
Testimony from 30 founding mothers, pp. 194-203. The Feminist Press. 

Evolutions and Transitions 
Articles and Special Issues 

●​ 2009 guide to women’s studies [Special issue]. (2009, Apr. 1). Ms. 19(2). Barnett, B.M., Brewer, R.M., & 
Kuumba, M.B. (1999). New directions in race, gender & class studies: African American experiences. 
Race, Gender & Class, 6(2), 7–28. http://www.jstor.org/stable/41674883  

●​ Bell, S.G., & Rosenhan, M.S. (1981). A problem in naming: Women studies: Women’s studies? Signs, 
6(3), 540–542. http://www.jstor.org/stable/3173767  

●​ Brown, W. (1997, Fall). The impossibility of women's studies. Differences: A Journal of Feminist 
Cultural Studies, 9(3), 79–102. https://doi.org/10.1215/10407391-9-3-79  

●​ Chamberlain, M. (1982). A period of remarkable growth: Women’s studies research centers. Change, 
14(3), 24–29. http://www.jstor.org/stable/40163693   

●​ Chamberlain, M.K., & Bernstein, A. (1992). Philanthropy and the emergence of women’s studies. 
Teachers College Record: The Voice of Scholarship in Education, 93(3), 556-568. 
https://doi-org.ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/10.1177/016146819209300308 

●​ Choldin, S. (1991). Women’s studies and feminist scholarship: A “different voice” in academe. The 
Journal of Educational Thought (JET) / Revue de La Pensée Éducative, 25(1), 3–11. 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/23767700  

●​ Coyner, S.J. (1983). United States: The institutions and ideas of women’s studies: From critique to new 
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