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About This Guide 
This bibliography is number 90 in the series “Bibliographies in Gender and Women’s Studies,” published by the 
University of Wisconsin System Office of the Gender and Women’s Studies Librarian. 

This guide is focused on the fight for Black women’s suffrage. In it, you will find resources about African 
American women in the suffrage movement and tips for finding more. You may find some general resources 
regarding Black men’s suffrage as well, which are included to provide helpful context and because of the lack 
of known resources about Black women’s suffrage more specifically. 

In addition to resources such as books and articles, this guide includes a list of people central to the struggle 
and a timeline. Navigate through the pages via the menu below. 
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Primary Sources 
Tips for Searching 

●​ Many newspapers can be searched via the free Chronicling America database via the Library of 
Congress. 

●​ Other papers may be available via paid subscription databases through your local public or university 
libraries. Many university libraries allow access to non-university users who visit the library and show a 
valid ID. Specific library rules will vary, so check with the institution before visiting. 

●​ Local newspapers that can’t be found online may be available at your public library, archives, or 
historical society. 

●​ In this time period, the common term used to describe African American people was “colored.” While 
this term is no longer acceptable, searching it in historical newspaper databases may yield more 
relevant primary resources. 

●​ When searching for a particular organization or individual, you may need to put quotation marks around 
the name, depending on the database you are searching. For example, searching “Political Equality 
League” will often search for this exact term as opposed to Political Equality League, which will expand 
your search to include items with any or all of the words. 

●​ When searching for particular women, remember that during this time period, most women went by 
Miss if they were not married or Mrs. if they were. In the latter case, they may have used Mrs. with their 
own name or Mrs. with their husband’s name. This means that you can search for “Carrie Horton” or 
“Mrs. Carrie Horton” but that you should also search for Mrs. and the husband’s name if you know it, 
such as “Oscar Horton” or “Mrs. Oscar Horton”. This may yield results you didn’t get from only 
searching the woman’s name. 

African American Newspapers to Search for Suffrage 
●​ The Broad Ax 

●​ The Chicago Defender 

●​ The Colored American 

●​ The Denver Star (1913-1963) Denver, Colorado 

●​ The New York Amsterdam News 

●​ Pittsburgh Courier 

●​ The Washington Bee 

Selected Citations 
Barnwell, L.R. (1918, May 30). Why not now? French Broad hustler [Hendersonville, N.C.]. Retrieved from 
Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of Congress. 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn91068161/1918-05-30/ed-1/seq-4/ 

While explaining reasons why women should be allowed the vote, the author points out that doing so 
would “mean Anglo-Saxon supremacy in the South” because of the higher number of whites there than 
Blacks. 
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Bars Colored women. (1914, Feb. 7). Evening capital and Maryland gazette [Annapolis, MD]. pg. 1. Retrieved 
from Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of Congress. 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn88065726/1914-02-17/ed-1/seq-1/ 

Describes a women’s suffrage bill introduced in the Maryland legislature by Sen. Ogden in 1914. The bill 
allows white women to vote but not Black women. 

Davis, E.L. (1916, Oct. 28). Woman’s power felt in politics – Colorado has her woman’s clubs. The Denver Star 
[Denver, CO]. Retrieved from Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of Congress. 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84025887/1916-10-28/ed-1/seq-3/ 

Discusses the first Colored Women’s Hughes’ Republican Headquarters located in Chicago, IL. 

A Slander on our Colored women. (1888, March 17). The Washington bee. [Washington, D.C.]. Retrieved from 
Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of Congress. 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84025891/1888-03-17/ed-1/seq-2/ 

Discusses a letter from Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Douglass in 1888 in which Douglass expresses his belief 
that Black women were “not sufficiently advanced in their ideas” to vote. Reactions from others are 
included. 

Woman’s case in equity. (1900, Feb. 17). The Colored American [Washington, D.C.]. pp. 1, 4. Retrieved from 
Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of Congress. 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83027091/1900-02-17/ed-1/seq-4/ 

Focused on a speech made by Mary Church Terrell made at a Washington, DC, suffrage convention in 
1900. Excerpts of the speech included.​ 

Research Tips 
●​ In this time period, the common term used for African Americans was “colored.” While this term is no 

longer used, searching it in historical databases may yield more relevant primary resources. 

●​ When searching for a particular organization or individual, you may need to put quotation marks around 
the name, depending on the database you are searching. For example, searching “Political Equality 
League” will often search for this exact term as opposed to Political Equality League, which will expand 
your search to include items with any or all of the words. 

●​ When searching for particular women, remember that during this time period, most women went by 
Miss if they were not married or Mrs. In the latter case, they may have used Mrs. with their own name 
or Mrs. with their husband’s name. This means that you can search for “Carrie Horton” or “Mrs. Carrie 
Horton” but that you should also search for “Oscar Horton” or “Mrs. Oscar Horton” if you know the 
husband’s name. This may yield results you didn’t get from only searching the woman’s name. 

Secondary Sources 
Articles 

●​ Ansah, A. (2018, August 16). Votes for women means votes for Black women. National Women’s 
History Museum. https://www.womenshistory.org/articles/votes-women-means-votes-black-women 

●​ Dionne, E. (2017, August 18). Women’s suffrage leaders left out Black women. Teen Vogue. 
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/womens-suffrage-leaders-left-out-black-women 
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●​ Kaiser, L. (2010, Feb. 3). Ezekiel Gillespie: Milwaukee’s champion of African-American voting rights. 
Shepherd Express. 
https://shepherdexpress.com/news/features/ezekiel-gillespie-milwaukee-s-champion-african-american-
voting-rights/ 

●​ Kolmer, E. (1972). Nineteenth century women’s rights movement. Negro History Bulletin, 35(8), 178. 

●​ Mayo, E. (n.d.). African American women leaders in the suffrage movement. Turning Point Suffragist 
Memorial. https://suffragistmemorial.org/african-american-women-leaders-in-the-suffrage-movement/ 

●​ Staples, B. (2018, July 28). How the suffrage movement betrayed Black women. The New York Times. 

●​ Staples, B. (2019, Feb. 2). When the suffrage movement sold out to white supremacy. The New York 
Times. 

●​ Ware, Susan. (2019, April 23). It’s time to return black women to the center of the history of women’s 
suffrage. The Washington Post. 

●​ Watkins, V. (2016). Votes for women: Race, gender, and W.E.B. Du Bois’s advocacy of woman 
suffrage. Phylon, 53(2). 3-19. 

●​ Wesleyan University. (n.d.). Black women & the suffrage movement: 1848-1923. 
https://www.wesleyan.edu/mlk/posters/suffrage.html# 

Audio/Video 
●​ Browne-Marshall, G. (2017, Oct. 13). Black women and the suffrage movement. C-Span. 

https://www.c-span.org/video/?434697-3/black-women-suffrage-movement 

●​ National Public Radio. (2011, July 13). For Stanton, all women were not created equal. NPR.com. 
https://www.npr.org/2011/07/13/137681070/for-stanton-all-women-were-not-created-equal 

Books And Chapters 
●​ Gordon, A.D. & Collier-Thomas, B. (Eds.). (1997). African American women and the vote, 1837-1965. 

University of Massachusetts Press. 

●​ Hine, D.C., King, W., & Reed, L. (Eds.). (1995). “We specialize in the wholly impossible”: A reader in 
Black women’s history. NYU Press. 

●​ Schultz, R.L. & Hast, A. (Eds.). (2001). Women building Chicago 1790-1990: A biographical dictionary. 
Indiana University Press. [see pp. XL-XLI of the Introduction for “Black Clubwomen and Suffrage,” pp. 
955-960 for Ida B. Wells-Barnett biography]. 

●​ Terborg-Penn, R. (1995). African American women and the woman suffrage movement. In M.S. 
Wheeler (Ed.), One woman, one vote: Rediscovering the woman suffrage movement. NewSage Press. 

●​ Terborg-Penn, R. (1998). African American women in the struggle for the vote: 1850-1920. Indiana 
University Press. 

●​ Terborg-Penn, R. (2004). Discontented Black feminists: Prelude and postscript to the passage of the 
Nineteenth Amendment. In J. Bobo, C. Hudley, & C. Michel (Eds.), The Black studies reader (65-78). 
Routledge. 

●​ Ware, S. (2019). Why they marched: Untold stories of the women who fought for the right to vote. 
Belknap Press of Harvard University Press. 
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Suffragists 
●​ Janie Porter Barrett 

●​ Josephine Bruce 

●​ Nannie Helen Burroughs 

●​ Mary Ann Shadd Cary 

●​ Coralie Franklin Cook 

●​ Anna J. Cooper 

●​ Mamie Dillard 

●​ Charlotte Vandine Forten, Sr. 

●​ Margaretta Forten 

●​ Charlotte Forten Grimke 

●​ Angelina Weld Grimke 

●​ Frances Ellen Watkins Harper 

●​ Lugenia Burns Hope 

●​ Carrie S. Horton – Wisconsin and Illinois 

●​ Mary E. Jackson 

●​ Mrs. R. Jerome Jeffery 

●​ Verina Morten Jones 

●​ Lucy Laney 

●​ Carrie Langston 

●​ Adella Hunt Logan 

●​ Victoria Earle Matthews 

●​ Mary McCurdy 

●​ Mrs. I.L. Moorman 

●​ Gertrude Bustill Mossell 

●​ Harriet (Hattie) Purvis, Jr. 

●​ Harriet Forten Purvis 

●​ Sarah Remond 

●​ Charlotta (Lottie) Rollin 

●​ Josephine St. Pierre Ruffin 

●​ Mary Talbert 
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●​ Naomi Talbert (Anderson) 

●​ Mary Church Terrell 

●​ Sojourner Truth 

●​ Margaret Murray Washington 

●​ Ida B. Wells-Barnett 

●​ Frances (Fannie) Barrier Williams 

Sources: 
●​ Hine, D.C., King, W., & Reed, L. (Eds.). (1995). “We Specialize in the Wholley Impossible”:  A Reader in 

Black Women’s History. Brooklyn: New York. 

●​ Mayo, E.  (n.d.) African American Women Leaders in the Suffrage Movement. Turning Point Suffragist 
Memorial Association. Retrieved from 
https://suffragistmemorial.org/african-american-women-leaders-in-the-suffrage-movement/ 

●​ Terborg-Penn, R. (1998). African American Women in the Struggle for the Vote: 1850-1920. 
Bloomington and Indianapolis: Indiana University Press. 

 

Office of the Gender and Women’s Studies Librarian 
430 Memorial Library, 728 State Street 

Madison, Wisconsin 53706 
www.library.wisc.edu/gwslibrarian 

https://www.library.wisc.edu/gwslibrarian/bibliographies/ 
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