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From the Editor

Welcome to 2021.This column 
will not offer a commentary 

on the year that just ended. It won’t 
be a reflection about the pandemic 
or the U.S. presidency or the state 
of movements toward justice in our 
society. Other columns, articles, and 
blog posts offer valuable insight about 
those topics, and I’m sure you are 
following some of them.

Nor am I going to offer a list of books 
I read in the past year. Many peo-
ple post such lists, and they can 
be inspiring. I confess I find them 
daunting; my own list would be 
embarrassingly short in comparison. 
I didn’t finish 96 books in 2020, like 
one dear friend, or 87 like anoth-
er. I didn’t finish 50 books and I 
might not even have finished 30. 
With enough effort I could probably 
produce a respectable list of Books I 
Read Parts Of and a much longer one 
of Books I Wanted to Read. Both of 
my friends, by the way, also worked 
full-time and took care of their dogs, 
and one completed a master’s degree 
as well, so I can’t blame my job, my 
four-footed dependents, or my grad 
school load for my underwhelming 
literary achievement.

I do read, of course. Here are some 
books I’m digging into now:

I’m Still Here: Black Dignity in a 
World Made for Whiteness, by Austin 
Channing Brown (Convergent, 2018).

Recollections of My Nonexistence: A 
Memoir, by Rebecca Solnit (Viking, 
2020).

Creative Procrastination: Organiz-
ing Your Own Life, by Frieda Porat 
(Harper & Row, 1980).

The Doodle Revolution: Unlock the 
Power to Think Differently, by Sunni 
Brown (Penguin, 2014).

And there’s so much to read that’s 
not in book form, including daily and 
weekly newsletters that curate lists of 
books, articles, and other resources. 
I’m fond of these three, all available 
by email subscription:

Brain Pickings, “a free Sunday digest 
of the week’s most interesting and 
inspiring articles across art, science, 
philosophy, creativity, children’s 
books, and other strands of our 
search for truth, beauty, and mean-
ing,” by Maria Popova.

Lit Hub Daily, “the best of the liter-
ary internet.”

Weekly list of “10 things I think are 
worth sharing — new art, writing, 
and interesting links,” by Austin 
Kleon, “a writer who draws.” And 
his archives go back to 2013!

Finally, there’s “the news.” I scan the 
headlines from the New York Times 
and Washington Post that arrive in 
my inbox and click through to read 
a few articles in full. But my main-
stay is Letters from an American, a 
factual, calm, sharp-eyed commen-
tary on current politics by historian 
Heather Cox Richardson. Her daily 
insights often arrive in my mailbox in 
the middle of the night; they’re also 
posted on Facebook. Richardson has 
gone from relatively obscure aca-
demic to household name in about a 
year. I hope she turns Letters into a 
book; it will certainly be on my list.

JoAnne Lehman 
January 8, 2021
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http://www.brainpickings.org
http://lithub.com/category/lit-hub-daily
http://austinkleon.com/newsletter
http://austinkleon.com/newsletter
http://heathercoxrichardson.substack.com



