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FoundaTional suppoRT 
FoR women’s RighTs

Heralded as the organization 
that “gives voice to the voiceless,” the 
U.K.-based THOMSON REUTERS 
FOUNDATION serves as the philan-
thropic arm of Thomson Reuters, “the 
world’s biggest news and information 
provider.” The foundation seeks to 
broadcast under-reported news world-
wide through international support 
and leadership that promotes “socio-
economic progress and rule of law.” 

The foundation has a special page 
for women’s rights news (news.trust.
org/womens-rights) from around the 
globe: from North Sudan to the U.K., 
the foundation promises to “focus on 
stories that help to empower women 
and bring lasting change to gender 
inequality.” The coverage takes an 
intersectional approach to reporting, 
focusing not only on women but also 
on issues of slavery, deportation, colo-
nization, families, and housing. The 
news contains both stories of horror, 
including sex trafficking, assault, and 
abuse, and tales of reprieve and growth, 
for instance through women’s artwork, 
filmmaking, and writing. The articles 
are short but packed with useful 
information and additional resources. 
Compiling articles, videos, photos, 
interviews, and opinion pieces, the 
women’s rights initiative offers compre-
hensive and much-needed exposure of 
transnational women’s rights, empow-
erment, and violations.

Recently, with co-funding from 
the European Journalism Centre, the 
foundation filmed a documentary 
series entitled When Women Rule. The 
three films in the series focus on the 
stories of women leaders in Kenya, 
Bolivia, Kyrgyzstan, Nigeria, and India, 

e-souRCes on women and gendeR

chronicling women’s struggles in vari-
ous political positions. The office of 
Bolivian mayor Soledad Chapeton, for 
example, was broken into and burned 
down, resulting in the deaths of six 
public servants. Peris Tobiko and her 
supporters in Kenya were cursed by 
tribal elders when she became an of-
ficial leader. All of the women inter-
viewed tell of having violence directed 
at them: rocks thrown, fires set, curses 
cast. Still, they persevered and continue 
to make lasting political change: most 
notably, they encourage other women 
to run for political positions and 
exercise their own political voices and 
opinions. 

When Women Rule highlights the 
U.N.’s resolve for equal participation of 
sexes in political positions and exposes 
the very real oppressions and boundar-
ies that get in the way of the goal to 
achieve equal power by the year 2030. 
Additionally, as the accompanying 
article notes, women holding political 
office means nothing if they cannot 
pass their agendas about pressing issues 
like sex trafficking, child marriage, and 
domestic violence. Filled with striking 
statistics and personal narratives, this 
documentary series will continue to 
press lawmakers and world leaders as 
they ask, “What’s next?” or, more aptly, 
“Who’s next?” The series and supple-
mentary article can be found at news.
trust.org/shorthand/when-women-rule.

women in syRia

The 2014 UNITED NATIONS 
WOMEN’s press release on Syria 
specifically details women’s efforts to 
participate in peacemaking and centers 
women’s voices about the atrocities oc-
curring in Syria. This article recognizes 

“the voices of Syrian women and incor-
porating women as a key player in the 
efforts leading to a peaceful resolution 
of the Syrian crisis” and concludes with 
the full text of the “outcome docu-
ment” for the women’s meeting: an 
itemized list of priorities and demands 
for negotiation, women’s participation, 
and an end to fighting. Read the full 
text at www.unwomen.org/en/news/
stories/2014/1/press-release-on-syrian-
women-meeting.

WOMEN NOW, formally known 
as Soriyat for Development, is a Syr-
ian non-governmental organization 
(NGO) headed by 87 women and 
4 men that collaborates with other 
grassroots and international organiza-
tions and individuals “to consolidate 
women’s roles in Syrian communities 
by enhancing their social, economic 
and cultural participation.” Having 
started off as a series of small projects 
in 2012, Women Now has expanded 
to assist tens of thousands of families 
and individuals. With the overarching 
goal of “empowering Syrian women 
to make change,” the NGO focuses 
on women’s economic empowerment, 
education, childcare, and civil society 
support, and establishes Women Now 
Centers to provide women with tan-
gible tools that will help them change 
their lives. Learn more at women-now.
org.

There are more than 613,000 Syr-
ian refugees in Jordan alone, and 75% 
of them are women and children. The 
SYRIA TROJAN WOMEN PROJ-
ECT (syriatrojanwomen.org) has used 
arts-based initiatives to center these 
women’s experiences and advocate for 
them. The project has produced the 
documentary Queens of Syria, trans-
lated Oliver! into Arabic, and published 
an English radio drama entitled We Are 
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All Refugees. It also runs workshops in 
conjunction with other organizations 
to help children and adults express 
their fears, desires, and other emotions 
through theater and performance. 

Named for the Arabic word that 
means “generosity,” the nonprofit 
KARAM FOUNDATION (www.
karamfoundation.org) is dedicated 
to helping people help themselves. 
A project created by and for Syrians, 
the Karam Foundation has expanded 
from a simple food drive to a booming 
initiative that provides sustainable and 
“smart” support that first asks popula-
tions what they actually need. Forms of 
aid include food, breast milk, heating, 
ambulances and emergency services, 
infant formula, and sponsorship of 
education, with an emphasis on long-
term support that provides stability 
for children, families, and communi-
ties. The Karam Foundation uses its 
massive international power to provide 
holistic help and promises that 100% 
of donations go to those in need. After 
all, “the ability to serve those in need is 
a privilege, not an obligation.”

Archiving the individual stories 
of housewives, students, refugees, 
and teachers, the SYRIA STORIES 
WOMEN’S BLOG (syriastories.net/
topic/women-blog) amplifies the voices 
of women who have lost or given up 
everything. The personal narratives in 
the blog recount painful experiences of 
the atrocities in Syria, while simultane-
ously chronicling stories of hope and 
resilience.

In 2016, the BADAEL FOUN-
DATION published the results of 
an extensive study of Syrian women’s 
activism. The foundation itself “is com-
mitted to strengthening civil society 
groups and NGOs in Syria.” The 
Badael Foundation’s evidence-based 
research, which culminated in a report 
titled Peacebuilding Defines Our Future 
Now, interviewed 35 women leaders, 
surveyed 49, and spoke with over 100 

activists. The foundation found that 
women’s organizations believe in and 
advocate for a civil society and a sus-
tainable (albeit arduous) peacemaking 
process. The study seeks to answer the 
key question: “How can the interna-
tional community, as well as Syrian 
actors, promote women’s peacebuild-
ing in Syria?” In a time when there are 
more questions than answers about 
human rights in Syria, the Badael 
Foundation provides some encour-
agement and hope for peacemaking. 
Read the full report at badael.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/01/Peacebuild-
ing_Syria_20Jan.pdf.

The WOMEN’S INTERNA-
TIONAL LEAGUE FOR PEACE & 
FREEDOM (WILPF) expands on and 
explains the Badael Foundation’s study 
in a 2016 article entitled “Five Things 
You Need to Know about Syrian 
Women’s Grassroots Organisation in 
the Context of Talks on Syria” (wilpf.
org/five-things-you-need-to-know-
about-syrian-womens-grassroots-or-
ganisation-in-the-context-of-the-talks-
on-syria). Acknowledging that women’s 
groups are taking over the peacemaking 
process at the grassroots level, WILPF 
advocates for the recognition and full 
participation of Syrian women in the 
political process. The article delves 
into not only what these grassroots 
Syrian women are doing and why, but 
also how they are making a difference 
toward the goal of achieving sustain-
able peace.

 “Considered to be one of the 
most distinguished and reliable sources 
of information and references for all 
the analytical and statistical studies 
issued by the United Nations,” the 
SYRIAN NETWORK FOR HUMAN 
RIGHTS (SNHR) issues periodic 
research studies that investigate and 
expose various human rights violations 
perpetrated in Syria since the rise of 

conflict in 2011. A 2015 study, “Syr-
ian Women in the Eye of the Storm” 
(sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/
Syrian_women_in_the_center_of_
the_hurricane_en.pdf ), focuses on the 
multitude of rights violations commit-
ted against Syrian women in particular. 
The report, which offers numerical data 
as well as personal testimonies, con-
cludes that the cause of Syrian women 
“should be on top of the priorities list 
for the Syrian people’s supporters.” 

A research study on the Syrian cri-
sis by CARE focuses on how women’s 
roles and incomes have changed since 
the crisis began. Syria has historically 
been a patriarchal society, in which 
men are expected to be the sole 
breadwinners for their families and 
women care for others. Because of 
injury and displacements, many men 
are no longer able to work. This study 
summarizes the new roles women are 
undertaking, as well as barriers such 
as education or wage gaps, and offers 
a list of recommendations for how to 
best support Syrian women and help 
them rebuild their lives (www.care.org/
sites/default/files/documents/Syria_
women_and_work_report_ 
logos_07032016_web.pdf ).

Fighting for peace, rights, and 
resources for women, MADRE seeks to 
provide humanitarian aid, partner with 
grassroots organizations, and advocate 
for human rights. Syria has quickly 
become a top priority for Madre, 
which has launched the project Care 
in Crisis for Women and Girls there 
(www.madre.org/projects/care-crisis-
women-and-girls). Madre offers many 
ways for outsiders to make a practical 
impact and showcases positive results 
on its website.
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