(From "Die Gegenwart™, Jan, 31, 1947)

ARVID AND MILNDRED HARWACK
Recollections of Their Triasl, 1942-43
by

Axel von Harnack

The followin; paper highlights the condltions inside Germany
under the lule of Iroce, It elso offers new proofl of the effort
which 1s known sa the "reslstance moveuwert", bul which camot yet
be quite surveyedj it will have to devolve upon the writing of hias-
tory to deter.ine liow nuiny were able to carry unsulllied the plcture
of liberty through those dark times, The ploture here given by an
eye witness constltutes only a sldelipht., Lut what is said here
almost without expresaion, nevertheless conveya the oppressive
functioning of iyt in a world without rights wlhilich wes the world
of the Cermanz for & whole descade, One must know the machinery of
tyranny. No one shoulu talk about Germany, let alone Jjudge her,
who does not know how the (iermans had to live and dle under des-
potiam, kditor,

Regarding my efforts on behalf of Dr, Arvid and Dr, Mildred
Hernack, I made accurate dally notes and kept them in a ssfe hide
ing plsce in nmy housse, They were destroyed during the sir raids,
Oon thoe fellowin; payes I have aet down everything that has re=-
mained aa a living recollection of the painful time of dally strug-
gler for my relatives, I must assume, of course, that thsre may
bs errors «z to soms details; howsver, I believe that I may safely
rely upen my memory in all of the main aspects, I fesl that I owe
this public report to the memory of the dead who had to 4ie in hid-
den pleces and without the solece of a grave, At the aame time, I
am aware of the fact that a complete and critiocal treatment of this

vast subject 1s not yet possible and not for me to do,

On one of tlLe lmst days of September 1042 the Main Security
Office of the heloh called me up at my place of work in the Berlin
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State Library. It was the Jecynt Htate Pollcey and I was reques=
ted to crll at inelr orflce that afternoon. Now such a request in
thouo days would probably have caused moat Borlinera the greatest
concern) but tLai was not the case with me., In my posmition as in-
formation-librarian of the Ltate Library, I coustantly had business
with officers of the Secret lollice. They frequently had to carry
out some apslipgnument Lhere. ‘Somatimea they went after people who
had amsumed the title of Loctor without justificetionsy sometimen
they e plored the personnel data which were attached to the disser-
tations for & doctorate in order to obLtain Ilnformstion concerning
the arigins of an applicsentj then asgaln they madc use of ths most
address
couplets and uniques collaction of/vooks of the State Library. I
thought 4t likely that I should be aszked to sssist them in a par-
tioularly tickllisli investigation. leverthslsss, 1 entered ﬁho
large building iIn Lhe Pring-Albrecht street with some distaste --
and not without lLwaving rirst me¢ntioned my impending viait.at home,
After being chocked by the pruarda at ths entrance, I was led to a
middle~-aged officlial who wes mede known to me as Chief Counsellor
Panzinger, e wore his Party uniform and ocoupimsd a very ele-
gantly eqiipped office., lie received me politely, and, during the
numerous visits wi.lch I haad to make to his office from then on, he
always rermined pollite., To be aurd, whant was hidden behind his
-ﬁanade, could at filrst only bc-auspectod. le began the interview
with the question vhether I hed any inkling whetever about the pur=
pose of this vislt, In all innocence I denied that 1 had any idea
and ocalled his attention to my official contacts with his office,
» and remarked that thias conrcronoc_probnbly hed something to do with
my official activities. Ky Panzinger ignored this and msked me
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instead whether I did not have & rolative bearing the same name

»ai mine who was aotive politioaslly. At first I thought of my
brother Ernst von Harnack who had been dismissed ss President of . .
(ReglerungsprBsident) because of his political unrellability, and

I was seized by some uneasiness, Yet I knew him to be at liberty
up to the day of this interview, But Mr. Panrzinger was eiming at
something else, He steered fha sconversation arourd to my oousins,
Dr. Arvid Earnack, Chief Counseller in ths Ministeésium of the Ine~
terior, and asked how I stood with him. I atated that I naturally
xnew him, but that I was not particularly clese to him and that I
d4d not szee him refularly., Said Kr, Panzinger:s "1 am telling you
now: he 4a with us!"™ JImmedintely I underatood, and then lsarned
further that his wife, Mra, Mildred liarnack, & native Americsan, had
glso been tsken into ocustody. It concerned & very serious matter
about which i could be told nothing. The whole thing rust remain
ebsolutely secret. ''he couple had named me as a reletive who would
take charge of all of their afrajrs during their incarceration,.
Retaining an ettorney rfor defense would not bs permissidle, To

all outsiders, and also at the ministerium, I was to explain thelr
absenes as an "official trip to foreign countries of indefinite
duration”, Nobody, except the nearest kin, mst lesrn of the ar—
rest, and nobody wmust telk abeut 1%, I shall receive powers eof
attorney from both which would enable we to carry oen with the post
offioce, the bank, the lendlord and eall other similar matters.

Theas revelations had affected me profoundly, I stated to MNr, Pan~
ginger that I considered it my duty so comply with the requests of
ny relatives whe found themselves in such & difficult situatioen,
but that I assumed definitely that an early explanation would be
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possible, I was roping that my ecousin would succeed in proving
that the charpges were without foundation., I could not suspect my
relatives of any punishable deeds; very likely ~= according to my
notion =~ my cousin, in the courses of his officlal duties (he was
in charge of German;American commerce uatters at the Ministerium)
had in some mannsr been plnch in & falge 1lircht and awakened some
sugploien. V¥With reaspoct to ﬁy cousin ti1ldred I obaerved that, as
& native American, she rept awsy cowpletely from all German poli~
tical affairs and devoted herselfl sltogsether to her profession of
lecturer and instructor of university subjects at the evening high
gchool, I left the Ltate Police deenly troubled and now had the
sad duty to inform the mother, bréther and siaters of my cousin,
;n well a3 my own brother(s) and sister(s).

My ocousin, Arvid llarnack, son of the younrest brother of
my father, the litafary historian Otto liarnack, was a highly talent-
o4 well=educeted official;.a keen mind, thoughtful head, practiced
in debate wnd ulways ready to take you on. A certain hardness was
characteriatic of himj but, in addition, he made full use of irony,
and never failed Lo maks full use of it when he was opposed by
weaker antagonlats in debate, He had strong pride and self posses~
sion, based on recopgnized achievements. Me had lived in the United
States for soms time as & student, but had also traveled in Russis
and ourrently was active in an organigation that had for its pure
pose & study of that country, lls interests were many, and I knew
that be had engaged In thorough and compreiensive ltﬁdiel, partiou-
larly in asoocialisx and the Russian system of government, But I
roally knew him only slightly, nor had I been a visitor in his

house, Although our respootive.oftioon were opposite each other
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Unter den Linden, we saw each other only seldomj; I knew that he
and his wife moved in circlea tﬁat were forei;n to me, but that
were intellectually very stimulating.

| However, I maw his wife oftoner as & visltor at the State
Library whore it was ry pleasure to be altle to be of mssistance to
her in many weys, Ve often had lunch tegether in the refreshment
room of the Librery. She was sn Américan and my cousin hed become
acqueinted with her in her own country while he was a student there,
As 8 married student he returned with her from the United States.
Bhe had a parsonality which made an impression on everyone for obs
vious reasons. Clear, radlant eyes gazed at you, her features
were framed by rlch blond hair, parted simply 4in the middle., Eve
eryonewas captured by her wiining, friendly ways. If you wanted te
desoribe her in a brief sentonce, one would have to apeak of her sa
of noble eppearance. Her upright character was oxpressed in herx
carriage, her dress, noticesbly free from sdornments, and her en-
tire conduct. 3She was conmpletely absorbed by her profession =
children had unfortunately been denioa hor -- and she was warmly
attached to her husband, yes, even deesply adored him, She had a
firm oconfidence in his clevernesa and his professional and sclientie
fie abllity; she was completely absorbed in him, She, who in her
own country had salreedy completed her studies witl distinction, had
in her more mature yeaurs earned her doctorate in Cermany in order
to be fully qualified for her profeasion. She was hipglhly esteemed
by her numerous pupils; not a week pmssed in which I did not re-
ceive inquiries as to when her courses would asain be resumed, She
was busily enrered as a translator of moder; Aaerican llterature

and held in high revard In that respect., Hecause of her marriage
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and transfer to Germany, she hed become a well-recognized ocul-
tural mediator between the two peoples, fhe written German lang-
uage she mastercd elmost completely) im couversation she -~ who speke
mostly English with her Lusbund -- retained a alight but nost ate~
tractive awkwardness.,

I do not know what prompted thia couple to honor me with 1ts
eonfidencs and mlect ms a8 1ta personal representative;

There followed now for me heavy months, full of sad affairs,
The main point in my efforts, beside the delicate and careful wind-
up of the private affairs of two people who had suddenly heen torn
out of theilr peaceful existence, conaisted o7 the cultivation of my
relations with the State police, w ich necessitmted numerocus visits,
Every trip was made reluctantly} hardly one was entirely without
dsngery The atmoephers in thias building wes sinister, even though
one was alwaya treated corrsctly, which was trus in my case, Ev=-
ery visit was atricﬁly oontrolléd by the Guard, including A recerd
pf the hour of ontr} snd departure., Ths State Police hed —— and I
gained this impression during my visits -- a front and a rear uild~
ing, The Front Bullding was furnished elegantly, with herdwooed
floer, rugs, expensive furniture, snd an intricate telephone equip-
ment, It was populated by numerous offlicials and secretaries whe
in part had been with tho Buresu before the seirure of power, had
been taken over from regular branch offices, and who did not belle
their origin in a fine tradition. I became aocquainted with several
who showed a ready comprehension of my problems and who kept their
word when it was 2 matter of sending some small gifts or personal
greetings to the prisoners., The Rear Bullding ef the State Polies
I psrsonally never learned to lmow, "My main egneern waz te see
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that my relatives were supplied with letters, food and books, For
‘thet purpose it was necesaary to keep ¥r, Panzinger and his fellow-
workera always in & good humor, to make them take a Imman interest
in thoir prisoners, and to point out to fhom that the Departiment
should have a definite interest in sseing to it that the prisonsrs
retained thelir atrength and did not waste sway. 1 always made 1t
plain to the Police that thé prisoners had the firm backing of
thelr families -~ at least mo long &s there was no certain know-
ledge as to their guilt, One could hope that such an attitude,
which was never eelinquished by us, would make an impression upon
thse Pollce and result in better treatmsnt of the priasonera. Also,
I was 1In hopes that thereby I might learn somsthing about the case
itself, I put 4t up to kr, Paneingert So long as I cannot ascertain
what the prisoners are charged with, they are only under suspicien
sc fer a# I am concerned, sand I consider it my duty to do all I
possidbly can to makoftheif oconditions easler. Only a publicly es-~
tablished conviction, never & mere suspicion, would cause our
family to surrender, In that position the intervenor's own per-
ooﬁnlity had to rsdiste an atmoasphere of confidence and nbloluto
loyalty. Oraduslly I established s certain confidence, and I sue~
ceeded Iin oreating the right emotional foundation to enable me, af-
ter telephonlic snnouncement, to make apecial requests many of which
were granted, I emphasirzed again and sgein that the prisoners were
worthy persons, bapablo intellectual workers and independent minds
who through some disaster, unknown to me, had gotten on the wrong
"track and into miafortune, At times, Mr., Panzinger was smenable

to such lﬁggestionng he ocarried on long political discussions with

Dr, Harnaok which resulted in a certain amount of respsct for the
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1a£tor. With respect to Mrs, ¥ildred lLarnamck, there at first
ieemed to exist an intention of ‘early dismlssal, Later on Xr.
Panzinger declared that her position had become decldedly worse =
that she lied ao'muoh, denied things which she was Lound to know,
and it became ever clearsr that she too "had conspired aubstanile-
'nlly“. To what extent this wus true was never desinitely ascere
tained, I hardly belleve 1€; Rather, it 1ls probLable that alie wes
retained in priaon to keep her irom talking aboul the case, from
calliny help from the Army (she still had an Amerlcan passport),
and to prevent her from being & witness later on. It was not in
Krs. larnacy's nature to lie., Certainly, in lLher pesition and before
that Department, she had & right to use that weapon. J[If she did
aveil horaolf of 1it, 1t was only to clear her husbund, VWhen her
¥"lying" was held up to me and advanced as tlhe reason for her cone-
tinued incerceratlon, I was indefatiguble in wy urglng (but, elas,
without muccess) that ‘At was due to & mentsl dlsturbance trouht
about by her long incarceration.

30, for many weeks, nothing couid be sascertained Srom tre
State Follice to explain the reason for ithe arrest. 71hLat wes ude
vantageous in so far us 1t did not place me in the dsngsrous posi-
tion of being ldentified with the prisoners. :ut 1f it wers pos=
s8ible to work successfully for their relesuass, ; pluce would have
to be sourht out where a lever could be inserted. Just what were
thoy accused of? With a great deal of eifort and cuutlon 1t was
possible, throush & truscworthy ofricisl of the Cowusrce Department,
to contact & member of the otate Police who could Liave a look at
the riles, To be wure, we learned notaing concrete trom hLim, sx=

cept the depressing news that whis was a matter of Quite an oxten-
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sive inquisition =against a number of people, that it wes
surrounded by & high level of secrecy end that the lives of
the people involved were in deanger. This was similar to what
Mr. Panginger had indicated to Dr. Falk Earnack, who was the
younger brother of the prisomer. This younger brother was at
that time stationed es a soldier in Chemnitz and often
traveled to Berlin on Sundsys to look after his brother esnd to
attempt to free him. Ee was able to speek to his brother twice
alone, whereass I unfortunately was never allowed to do 8o
despite ny requests. Of course, these meetings slways happened
in the presence of an officer and were slways deeply moving
for both. Mr. Panzinger was willing to share more with Dr.
Palk Harnack than with me “since he was a soldier“; he let him
know early on that he felt that the priéoner‘a cagse wes lost.
Yo one ever received permission to see Mrs. Mildred Earnack; to
ny great disappointaent all attempts at this failed. Also ay
repeated requests to asllow B female family member to speak to
her were denied. Only leter d4id I find out what was, in =all
likelihood, the reassonm for such en unusuasl degree of cruel
treatnent for & woman. Mrs. Haernack's health had suffered
over the lest few months and would have lead to, no doubt, =
necessary transfer to & hospital. They wanted to avoid that a
family member, possibly in good standing with <the public,
night have seen the prisoner and fought for the necessary
medicel cere for Mrs. Earmack. It was clear that this woman'‘'s
life under these circumstances was threatened by illness that
would cause her death.

Dr. Arvid Eernack was kept at Pring-Albrecht-Strasse, his
wife at the police headquarters in Cherlottemburg. Jrood was barely
sufficient until the <¢riel; in regard to the general treat-



- 10 -

went, it is certain that the prlsoner was also subjeot to abuse,
Av¥id Harnack was parmitted to read, and it was a p}onnure that I
could accede to his manifold desires in that regard. Every time

it wﬁl a favor that hed to be asked spoclfically) for there was al-
ways the susplecion fhat somoe written messagea mlight bde lmuéglod with
the books. It was no light reading that the prisoner demanded; and
the nature of hus requests cémmandod for him a certalin respecti
Plato, Hegel and Adam Smith, I oan still recall, I bought numerous
expensive books for him which I could not locate in his homs. Dur-
ing those first months I still had access to his home; no thorough
sesrch was ever made there which had to be consideresd as a very bad
sign. Obviously, such a measure was deemed supsrfluous, because
there wes enough other uncontradictable proof available, The dwell-
ing wes later confiscated by the State Police, and a Storm Trooper
with his femily waes Iinstslled as residenta. The furniture was
stolen to s large extent, but 1t had been possible to take away &
few valuables Just in tims., And in the early days sufficient means
were available to pay the current bills, His salary was transmitted
for several months after his arreat, Ut was not quite qloar whe ther
payment was stopped soc mich later because of carelessness or whether
the HState Follice deteriined not to notify the kinisterium in order
to prevent the news of his arrest from spreading. I had to main-
tain that fiotion about the officlal journey to foreign countriles,
but I dld ascertain that his immedliete superlors at the Linister-
fum knew nothing about the arrest and at worst suspeoted it. Only
the Secretary of State had been officlally notirflied, but from the
very beginning had declinesd to do anything at all for his employee,

The case was callsd to the attention of Kelchsminister of the Intere
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ior en the day preceding the exesution by a professor who was en
friendly terms with the fsmilyj hs evinced complete surprise over

the news, Anyhow, it was difficult to find perscons of rank and weight
who could contribute advice sand assistance, One such was Egment Zech~
1in, a professor of modern history. Early in the gams hs got in toush
with me and was able to give me details about the arrest, since be had
been a witness to it. It had %alen place early in September at a Bale
tic sea resort where the Earnacks were vacstlaoning and where they had
met thelr friends the Zeahlins, Profeasor Zechlin has mads a memorane
dun of that ecsurrence which recoreates the atmosphore of those tragie
hours and the mood of those friends in very moving fashien, In Berlin
Professor Zeehlin got busy Lrmediately in his efforts to save the
Harneoks by making use of his many connections,

The family, as well s friends, were of the opinion that every
delay of the oase wus favorable, whether one figured -- depending en
politiosl insight and tempsrament == on s&n end of the war with its ever~
whelming changes, or on an armaesty, Therefore 1t was docided.not to
urge eentirmially ths setting of the case for trialj instead, the ef~
forts were limited to maintaining the strength eof the prisoners, at
least to some extent, with letters and supplies. The lstters from the
prisen == directed to his mother and to me -~ always showed a proud and
sure attitude, oonveying mn imposing impression whieh in turn heightened
the family's efferts.

It may have been toward the end of November when there was men~
tion of & trial. JNow it was time to retalm defense counsel, But the
cholece was not free, Only very gov énrorully sslected attornays were
allowed to appear before the Relchs=Court Marshalj and of those, by ne
- maans everyone was inoclined to undertaks a case such as this. Yor

there always exlsted, oven for sthese attorneys, the danger of being sus=-



pootod as enterteining some sympathy for the_accusedl Finally, sfter
several attorneys had declined, a lawyer was found who inspired oonfi=-
dence in Dr, Harnack's sister and in me, Vinning the assent of this
lawyer to take the case, was the work of this same sieter in the first
place, Mrs, Inge Havemann, who tirelessly &and falthfully oaffled the
load with me of looking after her sister. Although she had to refrain
from making visits to the State7Polico, she was able to look after mes-
sages and gifts. BShortly before the trial which took place on December
19, 1942, we had a conference at the office of defenae counsel which
has remsined unforgettable, Beslide my cousin and myself we included

the senior of our family, my brother Ernst. The idea was to inform the
lawyer who did not try to hide from us how extrsordinarlly serious the
situation of the Hernacks wes, as comprehensible as possible, The sus~
plcion of the officials toward the lawyer was so strong that even to
him only parts of the files were made available which dealt with the
sccusation itself aﬁd he was allowed to read them only in the offlces

of the ocourt house! He was emphetically forbidden to communicate any
of the information to us, After my cousin and I had spoken briefly, my
brother sketched a clear and comprehensive plocture of our cousin in a
well-rounded spesech, With warmth he described his life, his educa-
tional background, his sclentific and political ambitions, and he did it
88 penetratingly as 1f he himself had been charged with the conduct of
the defense. PFPolitioally he was in an altogether different camp, but he
waa able to speak so effectively and with such power of understanding,
that the lawyer had only to help himself to obtain valuable material,

We separated, deeply moved, At that time I had no 1dea ¢f the fate that

this eloguent, volunteer defender wasz to meet/

Then eventually, and through hints and allusions, we learned what



the Hafnuokl wore being mocused of: High treason, cormitted by attempt~
ing tb make contacts with lussian groups, through Bweden, with a view
to terminating ths war.

The trial took plece in the Reichs court marshal in Charlotten=-
burge No one was admitted to the court room, Ve learnsd through the
attorney that Dr, Harnack had spoken freely and with = stralghtforward
attitude. The judgment, in view of the law and the facts, had to be
punishment by death as to him, end six months in the penetentiary as to
Mrs, Harnacke. Apparently the reducilion of the latter sentence was éue
to the efforts of the defense counasl; the prosssutor had demanded a
twelve months sentence, For Dr, Harnacl¥, defense counsel was not able
to moccomplish anything. Whon the sentence was pronounced, Dr. Harnsek ==
looking ntraight'at his wife -= was radient; he insisted to his counsel
thet bessuse of that sentence, her life had been saved; for she would de
sbls to merve thet term or oven surely be libersated before then, Therse
were meveral demth sentences that day, and they were lmmedlately sent
by courier to the Fuehrer's Headquarters for confirmation,

Imasdiately after pronouncemsnt of sentence, we Yegan our efforts
to appeal to the pardon board. In the opinion of counsel, there was
plenty ef time for that procedure, inasmuch as several weeks always peas-
sed between the confirmation of the sentence and 1ts exscutiom. There
were warnings sbout our seeking a pardon the offlice manager ef our at~-
torhoy who had had & great deal of experience, sald to me! "You really
want te do that? XNo one in our offies has ever done itl" For ene thing,
the Aiffieulty and danger for us lay in the faoct that it was very hard
to submit sound reasons for :ﬁ: pardon-positiocn, since we dld not new
the faets that led to the eonvistion, or were not permitted te knew them.
More impertant, however, was the second reasont through a petition for

" mapey, even if it were handed in in favor of the next of kin, one ocame
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under ;ulpicion of deviating in ones evaluation of the crime from that
officlally determined. The 1dea of considering the pardon aystem as &
necessary branch of Jarilsprudence, yes that ita abaencs 1a a lign of
dwarfed development and a low cultural rank, had been destroyed in a dls~
astrous manner,

Bat all of thasa considerations and worriea wsre found to have
been for nuught, Thse sentsnce Lad }.ardly tecome krown to the nearest
relatives, they had not yet besn rble to meke ary sort of plansg «e vho;
the courler frowm the Iuelrer's homdquarters brought the confirmation of
tho sentence wiih orders for immediate exscution. And so, on December 22,
just before Curlstuus, tie executicn was carrled out by hanging. %“He
dled like u msx," luter ceclarcd Obersthkriegmgerichtsret - Superlor Judge
Advocute = Rooder wlio hnd boen preaent nt ths executlon and who was
known &8s & particularly bLiutal officiale A farewell letter from Dr,
Uernack Lo hla wother 1a a rnepgnificent proof of the spiritusl strength
of the man., In a deoply moving meeting in which the nearsst Berlin
relatives participated, the prison chaplain rave an account of the last
hours of DUr, .iarnack. ile had cdesired to hear "The Prolog in Heaven®
from Faust, ané so the chaplain hsd rocited to him: "The sun-orb
sings in emulation , . " -

The lsst Look whlch he received from me and took with him inte
the dealls cell was Flatou's Lefonse of Locraiss in Zchlelermacher's
translsation, lie hod asked for ity 1t was not aveilable in bookstores
and 80 I let him hove xy copy. It 43 8 beautiful thought that an lm-
mortal work of Greek philoscphy, irsnsleted by m Protestant theologlan
of great spiritual power, sccompunied a man preparlng for death. And ~-
strange ooihbidenco -= of the many valuable books which I sent to
Arvid Harnack in his prison -- that 1ittle work was the only one whieh

was returned to me., All the others ~- together they constltuted a



;mnll.but weighty library =-- were, upon a 1§ter inquiry, founad to
be 'ﬁnfindablo'. '

Arvid Harnack rendsred his family one last valuable service in
the face of death, Through hils counsel and the prison chaplain, Dr,
Poelchau, he conveyed the informatlion that during his numerous examin-
ations, he had been intensively questioned regarding his relations to my
brother Ernst, and he advised him to leave immsdiately for forelgn coun=-
tries if there were even the alightest thing against him, This very
serious news I passed on at onocs, Since my brother was in no wise con-
nected or involved with the case against Arvid Harnaok, he d4id not heed
the warning. Two years later - in connection with the events of
July 20, 1944 -- he met the same fate as that of his cousins,

The relatives could have considered iirs, Harnack as safe, Her
transfer to the penetsntiary in Brandenburg seemed imminent; we concerrsd
ouraelves with establishinpg some contact with the matrons in charge
there, &and to commend the prisoner to them. Then it was made known that
the sentence to the penetentlary, was the only one out of all the sen-
tences aent up to the highest suthority, whioh was not confirmed,that
on tho ocontrary, the case was remanded for a new trial, The sense of
this order wes not at first elear to Defense Counselj in any event, he
had never experienced a similar case. Again, inquiries were set in
motion. Full of dark forebodings, I declded to hunt up the Chief Judge
Advoocate Roeder, slready mentionedj; he had his office in the Aviation
Ministerium, liever since have I experlienced so pronounced an impres-
slon of brutality as I did from this man. He was & coreature who was
surrewmded by an atmosphere of feur, He was considerably out of humor
when he recsived me in the presence of another officek, When 1 spoke
of my cousin who had "passed away” he interrupted me with great vehe-

mencet "Because of his reprehensible activities he suffered s shameful
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death. He was one of the gresatest criminals that had ever &xisted in
Goru@ny) he had eemunitted the worst treason that had ooccurred in this
warl” I inquired after the condition of the case against Krs. larmsek
and remarksd that saccording to my conception & relative will still re-
main a r.l;tIVt, svsn though shs may have been caonvicted. He was en-
raged because I knew of the noneconfirmation of the sentence, I do

not dmow now whether I was advised of this by the atterney or had learned
it through soms other scurce, in any event I should not know that fact,
whieh was embarrassxing to the prosecutor. Yor the Court, and particular-
1y he himself, had been exposed, because the sentence had been tos mildl
*I urgently warn the Harnack family not to undertake anything whatso-
ever in favor of this woman! You are to assums the attituds Hhat this
woman has nothing whatever to do with you, 8he no longer belongs te
your familyl" Thus the Reichs judge advocate soremmed &t ms, and by his
dlgclosures left no doubt in my mind that any further interventioen
would result in immsdistely endangering at least the liberty of aeveral
xonbers of the family, Xr, Roeder knew the reason, For a frigatful
viclation of justice was already under way. As a consequence of the
direetion from the Fuehrer's h.adqg;rt;rl, the aame court regpensd the
eass, and without any new facts, pr testimony, or evidence before 1t,
and in a secend short hearing, arrived at a death sentence, 7This was
comfirmed immediately. And yet, at most, Mrs, Harnack could be accused
of no more than knowledge of the crime and fallure to report it, Put
there were aocund extermating reasons on hsr side, Was she in dntj
bound to repert her own hushand snd deliver him to certain death?! Per-
haps 8o, acsording to the law then in foree; nevertheless, even 1f that
law was invoked, her position as a wife should have besen considered as
an amslierating fastor. And that is what obviously had happened at thse
first cenvistien. On Fedbruary 15; 1943, Mra., Mildred Harnack met her
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death, As was related by the prison chaplain who stoed at her sids,

the eondition of her physiocal and mental heslth had suffered seversly

after five months of incarceration, and she received the announcement

of thoulnpcdning execution with a certain riéid resignatien,  No fare-

well letter was handed to her relatives; it is not known whether she diéd
not write one or whhther it was confiscated, During the laast days of

her life she worked on a tranul;tion of some of Geethe's poems into English

There followed a asad epilogue., The sentence included a confis~-
catlon of the couple's estate. In splite of all sesarching no cash at all
was found (I had succeeded in liquidating the modest bank account just
1n.t1no) and with that the occcasional despicable slsnders that Dr. Hare
nack had practiced espionage and high treason, should be silenced, Se
far ags they had not been plundered slrsady, the furnishings were ssized
and stored in government warehouses, There wers no riore trips to the
State Polloe, but difficult deelings with the Chief Financs Presidsnt
wereé now in order, part of whose duty conalsted in taking charge of
"state enemy fortunes", In the apartment of the couple theres had been
valuables, belon;ing to friends who had atored them there, and further,
there waz the matter of a gold aseal ring, a vnluablo.hnirloon, whiech Dy,
Harnack had worn up to his death and of which he had made disposition,
As to this much, at least, these painful transactions were succesafulg
in =sll other respects they were in veain, When at last they seomed to
pske a more favorsble turn, thanks to the somewhat more accomodating
attitude ¢f a younger official, all of the confiscated preperty was
destroyed by an air raid.

The news of the horrible death of the Harnacks could not be made
publios undilo it became known only slowly and excited deep compassioen
in the oiroles of famlly and friends. fho manly attitude of these twe
" who had gons to their deaths for their conviction, found admiration,
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The exposition of the comprehensive political plens of the deceased is
an important task for the future writers of history. They will have to
doacrlbo the sims and works of the resistance movement, in part embodled
by Arvid liarnack and thereby prepare the ground for a judgment that will
failyr Aivide the liprhts and the shadows.

Only posterity will be able to judge to what extent Germany will
be freed through the labors of ﬁon like Arvid Harnack. What may serve
as a foundation for such a oconsideration, I have here lald as a corner-
stone for the future =-- based on my own experience, It seems to me that
this contemporary plcture speaks & distinct language. There cen be no
doubt as to the purity of the aims. To the painful, never to be forgot-
ten sacrifices that Germany brought for her liberation, also belong
Arvid and Mildred llarmack.
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